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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM 
The Problem 
The purpose of this study was to find out what reasons boys approx-
imately twelve years of age have for discontinuing membership at the 
Cambridge Y.M.C.A., Cambridge, Massachusetts; and to ascertain their 
opinions regarding certain aspects of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
Importance of the Problem 
Over a period of four years the writer had occasion to observe that 
there were always fewer boys aged twelve to fourteen enrolled as members 
of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. According to other members of the staff this 
condition had been persistent for a number of years. The reasons for it 
were not clear, though many plausible explanations were advanced. 
Younger age groups were large, and each year were feeding more 
potential members into the twelve to fourteen year old age group, yet 
this g roup did not grow in numbers. Why? 
Could it be that the program did not meed their needs and desires? 
Were there activities that attracted them elsewhere? Was the Y.M.C.A. 
leadership at fault? Were the facilities and equipment adequate for 
them? Vif.ba.t did they do when they stopped going to the Y.M.C.A.? Vfuat 
kind of an attitude did they have tD~"Tard the Cambridge Y.M.C.A.? 
These and other questions could not be answered better than by boys 
themselves; hence the idea for this study was conceived. 
-1-
The thought belrind this study was that if it could be ascertained 
what factors most strongly influenced boys around the age of twelve to 
discontinue membership, some course of action might be devised which 
could negate, combat, or use these factors positively. 
y' 
Hedley S. Dimock wrote concerning membership "mortalityt1 : 
"Most of the sociaJ., religious, and recreational 
agencies working with adolescents, even when they do keep 
records of participation and length of membership, do not 
usually make this infonnation public. Yfuat data have been 
made available often reveal great irregularity of attendance 
and a high 1 mortality' of membership. One of the large organ-
izations working with boys in a metropolitan city finds that 
its members participate in its program, on the average, but 
little more than one hour a month. Havt potent would the 
experience need to be to affect the boy in any way apart from 
the development of some skillst Add to the irregularity of 
attendance the rapid turnover of members or participants and 
the picture becomes more accurate. Many agencies dealing 
with boys have an annual 1mortality1 rate of from 60 to 75 
per cent in their 1membership 1 • 
Such conditions greatly reduce the potential results 
of the program of the agency. To the extent to which they 
prevail among social agencies generally they constitute an 
immense social and economic waste. Even optimistic publicists 
for these agencies would hardly expect a boy to be influenced 
significantly by an experience as tenuous and transitory as 
that reflected by such facts." 
In the light of these words, and being faced with a situation which 
called for study in order to determ:ine a course of action, the writer 
felt the importance of the problem had been established. 
Background Information Concerning the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
A certain amount of bacl'"..ground information is necessary for an 
understanding of the problem with which this study was concerre d. The 
1/Hedley S. Dimock, Rediscovering the Adolescent, Association Press, 
Nevf York, 1937, p. 195. 
2 ' 
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brief outline which follows roncerns only twelve to fourteen year old boys 
as they were related to the program of the Cambridge Y. M.C.A. 
1. Membership 
Membership was open to any boy in Cambridge or its surrounding tovms 
and cities, regardless of his race or creed. Membership dues for boys in 
the age group concerned were six dollars a year; payable over a four month 
period, one dollar and fifty cents per month. Boys could join at any time 
durj.ng the year. 
2. General Privileges 
Boys in this age group came two afternoons for a forty-five minute 
gym. period followed by a thirty minute sw.imming per:i.od. A third afternoon 
was scheduled for them at which time they could use the handicraft shop 
and the game room. 
3. Activities 
Game room activities available for this age group included table-
tennis, pool, checkers, chess, television, magazines, and other table games. 
Gym activities included various group games, informal basketball play, 
volleyball, calesthenics, trampoline gymnastics, boxing class, gym team, 
and running races. Swimm:i.ng activities included instruction for beginning 
and advanced swirmners, recreational swimming, and swimming team. Special 
programs held throughout the year included tournaments, athletic contests, 
track meets, movies, holiday Inrties, trips and hikes, and other activities. 
4· Facilit ies 
The facilities available in the game room included four tables for 
4 
table-tennis, two pool tables, checl{Sr and chess sets, various table games, 
television, lounge area, and assorted magazines for reading . The handi-
craft shop had simple equipment for making models, plaster molds, gimp 
braiding, simple leatbe r vro rk, and similar c:uafts. 
At the time this study was begun one small gJ7lll!laSil.ml. served all 
members. This g;ym had a running track, tUlllbling mats, a short basketball 
court, a trampoline, and a separate room for boxing and wrestling. Nearby 
was a weight room, not intended for use by boys. The one small gym was 
rather tightly scheduled because it had to serve both nen and boys. 
The indoor swimm:ing pool, sixty by twenty-five feet, had a diving 
board_, and a system of continuously circulated filtered water, kept at a 
constant temperature of 78 degrees. 
The boys 1 locker room contained about fifty locY..ers, some of which 
were in poor repair. Some thirty additional lockers were located in a cor-
ridor just outside tbe locker room. Both areas had old wooden floors and 
were poorly illuminated. The locker room had been recognized by the board 
of directors as an inadequate facility and was scheduled for modernization 
or replacement when the new gymnasiUlll was completed. 
Two large shoVTer rooms near the swimming pool served both men and 
boys. 
5. Membership Practices 
Each new member was interviewed by one of the Youth Program Secre-
taries when he joined the Y. M.C.A. This interview consisted of filling 
out a membership application form, explaining the program and providing a 
copy of the schedule, and reviewing some of the basic rules and procedures 
of the Y.M.C.A. Usually a friend of the new member, or another regular 
member, was assigned to see that the new member was shown the facilities 
and accompanied through the day' s program. 
Each member received a Y. M.C.A. membership card, which he used to 
take out equipment in the game room and to gain admission to the boys' 
loclror room. 
5 
No record of individual attendance was kept, except for some special 
instruction classes and club groups. 
A boy whose membership payments wer e ov~rdue was notified to that 
effect by a postal card one week later. If he attended the Y.M.C.A. reg-
ularly , he probably had the expiration date called to his attention when 
he presented his membership card for the use of privileges. If he failed 
to make a payment within a month of being overdue, he received a second 
reminder and his rembership was removed from the active file. Upon making 
a payment, his membership returned to the active file with credit for 
previous membership payments if they would be to his advantage. Permission 
to delay a payment was granted readily to those who requested it. 
Some attempts were made during the fall membership enrollment drive 
to contact boys whose memberships had expired. These attempts consisted 
of visits or telephone calls from active boy members who knew them, tele-
phone calls by the Youth Program Secretaries, and mailed promotional 
literature. 
6. Leadership Personnel 
The persons in leadership roles directly related to boys in the 
Cambridge Y.M.C.A. were two Youth Program Secretaries, two Physical . 
6 I 
Directors, one college student employed part-time as handicraft :instructor, 
one high-school boy employed part-time as locker room attendant, several 
college students work:ing as volunteer leaders and instructors, and several 
high school age members of a Junior Leaders' Corps. 
Delimitation 
This study is concerned with 100 boys who dropped out of membership 
at the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. , d:ur;i.ng t be period from October, 1950, to 
September, 1952. The study :included only those boys who were be;t;ween 
eleven and one half and thirteen years old .at the time t hey dropped 
Y.l.1:.C.A. membership. 
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CHAPI'ER II 
·. THE PLAN OF THE STUDY 
The Form 
The nature of the information which might reasonably be expected to 
appear in a study of this sort was so varied that the writer ]:l_ad a diffi-
cult time in choosing a method of gathering the data. 
Obviously a written questionnaire directed to 12-year old boys would 
have to be limited in length if 12-year olds were expected to complete it. 
While such a questionnaire might be easily administered and tabulated, it 
could not be expected to have much depth of meaning or to evoke thoughtful 
answers on the part of boys. A written question is subj ect to many inter-
pretations unknown or unexpected by the questioner. A skillfully worded 
question, however, can limit the interpretation possible and help to make 
the answer reasonably subject to SOIOO sort of classification and analysis. 
Therefore, it was decided to use questions as a starting point in the plan 
of the study. 
At the same time, the writer felt that there ought to be some sort of 
personal contact which would help the subject to feel that he was being 
personally consulted for his honest and frank opinions for a meaningful 
purpose. This meant that the writer had to personally interview each boy 
with his questions, giving him an opportunity to inquire as to the meaning 
or intention of a question, and also giving the writer a chance to see that 
his questions were interpreted as they were intended. A study on the same 
-7-
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topic made in Toronto, Canada, was accomplished partly by telephone inter-
y' 
views. While such a method was considered, it was decided that this, 
too, was likely to lack the depth of meaning that a personal, face-to-face 
interview would have. 
The probability of getting merely socially acceptable responses is 
someV£hat greater, when one is confronted by the questioner, but the writer 
believed tbis would be offset by the advantage of being able to observe 
the r eactions of the boy as he responded. Occasi onal re-wording or re-
emphasis of the same words might be necessary, but this was considered an 
advantage which .a written questionnaire could not offer. In addition, the 
·writer had the advantage of being known: by the boys whom he interviewed, 
since his duties had brought him into contact with every one of them at 
some time during their Y.M.C.A. membership. This helped to establish rap-
port ve'r'J quickly for an interview, and led the writer to feel that he 
could detect most tendencies t~tard deliber ately favorable responses. 
The final plan, therefore, was to construct a standard interview form 
which would enable the writer to gather the necessary data and tabulate it 
as easily as possible. From discussion with groups of boys, staff members, 
and from r.ersonal e::xperience, reasons for boys dropping Y.M.C.A. member-
ship were collected. A trial form incorporating these reasons into ques-
tions was constructed, revised, and .tested with ten boys. With minor 
changes in wording, this beca.m3 the final form used in this study. It was 
also decided that some status infonnation could be easily incorporated 
into this study and its findings would give some idea of the backgrounds 
J)'F. W. Rowe, Report on Stud;y of Boys' . Membership October 1948 to March 
1949, Toronto Young Men's Christian Association, Toronto, Canada. 
of the boys who join the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. The next chapter deals with 
the status data obtained. A copy of the ccmplete interview form is con-
tained in the appendix of this study. 
Procedure 
A list of boys who were between the ages of eleven years and six 
months and thirteen years at the time their Y.M.C.A. memberships expired 
was compiled. These boys had been inactive for periods varying from six 
months to two and one half years. The boys chosen for interview were the 
one hundred who happened to be at home when the writer called. 
The Interview 
9 
Each boy was visited at his home and interviewed by the writer, using 
the form mentioned above. The average time for each interview was twenty 
minutes. 
No attempt was made to cut short any conversation or to skip over the , 
questions rapidly, since it was felt that this would tend to minimize free-
dom of eJ;pression on the part of tre boys. Parents generally stayed in 
the background, if they were present, and were encouraged to express their 
opinions after the interview with the boy was completed. Any significant 
comments were noted after the writer left the home. 
The Interview Schedule 
It was found that telephone contact requesting an appointment between 
7:00 P.M. and 8:30 P.M. generally produced the best results. Saturday and 
Sunday were the poorest days to find boys at home or e:xpecting to be at 
home. Since the writer was obliged to interview outside of his nonnal 
--t--
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work schedule, after-school inter1~ews were not attempted. Four home vis-
its in one evening were scheduled, with attempts to make appointments in 
the same neighborhood whenever possible. The location of every home vis-
ited was spotted on a map, a copy of which is included in the appendix. 
Tabulation 
Tabulation of responses to the 1yes 1 1no 1 questions was by simple 
counting. Lists of activities, etc., were tabulated according to frequency 
of mention. Statements were taken dmm verbat:lln and copied on to cards, 
which were then sorted and classified according to similarity of content. 
Since some questions were answered with more than one statement, it was 
necessary to figure some 1:9 rcentages on the basis of the total number of 
statements, rather than on the number of boys making statements. 
Related Research 
Tbe writer was disappointed by the lack of published material on this 
!I 
topic. The Y.M.C.A. Yearbook and Official Roster annually lists all the 
research studies in process or completed under local an::l national Y.M.C. A. 
auspices. A search through these yearbooks for several years back nncovered 
three similar studies. The writers of these were contacted for copies of 
their materials and findings, but only two responded to the request. 
?:} 
Of the two, the stu:ly by F. W. Rowe was directly comparable to this 
study. Part of Rowe's report was a study of the reasons for non-renewal of 
50 former boy members of the Central Branch of the Toronto, Canada, Y.M.C.A. 
iJNationaJ.. Councils of the Young Men 1 s Christian Associations of Canada 
and tbe United States, Y.M.C.A. Year Book and Official Roster, Published 
annually, Association Press, New York, N. Y. 
y'Op. cit. 
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He telephoned the parents of 50 boys who had failed to renew membership at 
the Y.M.C.A., and listed the factors which parents felt contributed to 
boys' failure to renew membership. He found that boys were usually affected 
by several factors. In his smmnary, he reported the number of cases where 
these factors appeared. A copy of this s UI11lllary appears belovr. 
Table 1. Factors Contributing to Dfgpout of 50 Boys from Toronto 
Y.M.C.A., Toronto, Canada# with Percentages 
Factors Contributing to Failure to Renew Membership--
Each Boy Being Affected Usually by Several Factors 
1 
Activities apart from school and work ••••••••••••••• 
Dista.Ilce .••••.••••••••••••••••••....•.••••••..•.•.•• 
Influenced by friends ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No .f:ri. er1ds at 1 Y 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Did not mix easily or failed to engage in activities 
Work apart from school•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Health considerations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Attended 1Y1 for less than a month •••••••••••••••••• 
Failure to learn to swim •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dislike of ~nnwing or of pool •••••••••••••••••••••• 
School studies•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Grouping dissatisfaction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Loss of interest (not clearly defined) •••••••••••••• 
Total cases where friend appeared a factor •••••••••• 
Total cases where swimming appeared a factor •••••••• 
Per Cent 
(2) 
50 
28 
22 
20 
16 
14 
12 
12 
10 
10 
10 
8 
8 
42 
20 
Rowe felt that forty to sixty per cent of the dropouts were related to 
four specific factors: 
1. The reaction of the boy during the first few visits. 
2. The need for intimate friendships. 
1/F. W. Rowe, op. cit., p. 4. 
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The failure of the shy or hesitant boy to participate fully 
in various activities. 
The failure of the boy to overcome certain inhibitions whic~ 1 prevent him from having a satisfactory swimming experience.:! 
The second study along similar lines concerred dropouts from the men 1 s 
y' 
membership of the Central Br anch Y .M.C • .A. , Rochester, New York. One hun-
dred and forty-seven men were interviewed i n t his s t udy, using a standard 
intervievv form. Because the study concerned only men members, the factors 
contributing to dropout were somewhat different than they would be for boys. 
In the interest of compar-lson, a brief summary is presented here. 
Table 2. Reasons fgij Dropout of 147 Men from Rochester, N. Y. , 
Y. M.O.A.,2! with Numbers and Percentages 
Reasons for Dropout 
Lack of time to participate •••••••••••• • • 
VVork conflicts •.....••••••..••. • •.. · .••.•• 
Health considerations •••••••••••••••••••• 
ActiYe in other organizations or 
activities•••••••• • •••••••••••••••••• • • 
Membership dues too expensive •••••••• • •• • 
Unclassified•••• • •••••••••••••• ••• • •• •• •• 
Total•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• • 
1 Number 
_(_2) 
53 
35 
16 
15 
15 
13 
147 
Per Cent 
.(3)..,_ 
36.0 
23.9 
10.9 
10.2 
10.2 
8.8 
100.0 
The fact that these studies were made indicates concem on the part 
YF. w. Rovve, o p. cit. ' p. 6. 
y o. 1. Rumrill and Co., Y.M.O.A. Membershi;e Stud_x, Central Branch, 
Rochester Young Men's Christian Association, Rochester, New York, 1952. 
2/Ibid., Summary of findings. 
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of other Y.U.C.A. 1 s as to the factors ".Vhich influence 1Y1 :members to drop 
membership. As more studies of a similar nature are completed, a pattern 
may emerge which will more clearly define the comon factors mich influ-
ence membership dropout. It is hoped that this study will be of some value 
il~ contributing to this pattern of common factors, although its major pur-
pose concerns the purely local circumstances of the Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, Young Men's Christian Association. 
- =- ---=-
CHA.Pl'ER III 
INFORMA.TION CONCERNING THE GROUP STUDIED 
The boys included in this study were all residents of Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, a residential, industrial and educational city of appro:ximately 
120,000 persons adjoj_'YJ.ing Boston, Massachusetts. Neighborhoods which are 
a quarter of a mile apart are reaJ.ly poles apart in make-up and appearance. 
Housing ranges from six-fa~y tenements and apartment houses to housing 
projects, ~~a-family houses, and single houses. 
The Crubridge Y.M.C.A. building is located in the center of the city, 
o posite the City Hall, and in the main shoppin~ district . Public trans-
portation is readj.ly accessible in every direction so that boys from most 
neighborhoods can reach the 'Y' in a matter of mnutes. The map in the ap-
pendix i ndicates the homes of the boys intervim•ed in this study. Table 3 
shows the distance from the Y.M.C.A. of the boys' homes, which is the same 
as the distance from City Hall shown on the concentric circles of the map. 
Table 3. Distance of Boys' Homes from Y.M.C . A. Building 
---- ----
Di stance of Boys' Homes N-er of Boys--1 Cumulative from Y.M.C.A. Building Per Cent 
Ql =---
·C2r - GT·-
i . ~ - -~-·-- -- - I Less 11 '· 11 than I mile 
I II II '2 II 35 /+6 II II 3/4 II 31 77 
II 
" 
1 
" 
5 82 
" " 
l?t 11 2 84 
11 11 ,.1 " 3 87 ~2 
11 111-3/4 miles 5 92 
ll 11 2 11 3 95 
11 11 2.1. 11 3 98 
11 
" 
2; II 2 100 
- ---
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From this table it is apparent that nearly half the group studied 
lives within easy walking distance - one-half mile or less - of the Y.M.C.A. 
building. For seventy-seven percent, the distance is only three-quarters 
of a mile, not an unreasonable walk by any means. Eighty-two per cent live 
within one mile of the 1Y1 , and could reach the building without having to 
make any changes on the public transportation s:y·stem. This table supports 
the theory that distance is not a major reason for boys in this group 
dropping Y.M.C.A. membership. 
Ages of Boys at Time of Interview 
At the time of selection of tlle group to be studied, it was arbitrarily 
decided that a membership which had been expired six months should be con-
sidered a drop-out from the Y.M.C.A. program. It was also decided that the 
group should represent a two-year :r;eri.od. This fixed all the dates of ex-
piration from October 1950 to September 1952. In order to qualify for 
prospective interview, a boy must have been between the ages of 11 years 
and six months, and thirteen years, at the time of membership termination. 
Since the mterviews were conducted between March 1, 1953 and May 15, 1953, 
this should have placed the min:ilnum age at the time of interview at 12 
years and zero months, and the maxi..mum age at 15 years and 9 months. The 
dates of birth shown on the membership application forms were presumed to 
be accurate. As a routine question, the exact age of each boy was asked 
at the t:ilne of interview. 
Table 4 shows the result of this question in brackets of six months. 
Table ~-· Ages of Dropouts at Time of Interview 
.. -r· == =- -----. =-;; 
_________ A~ghe~s __ o~f __ Dropouts ______ __ Number 
of Boys 
Yrs. Mos. Yrs. Mos . 
:.__ (1) (2) 
Bet·reen 10 8 and 12 o •••• 1 
II 12 0 II 12 6 ...• 8 
II 12 6 
" 
13 o •••• 13 
11 13 0 11 13 6tt••• 30 
II 13 6 II 14 o •... 16 
II 14 0 II 14 6 •••• 13 
II 14 6 11 15 o ••• • ' 12 
11 15 0 II 15 6 ••. . 5 
II 15 6 II 16 o . ... 2 
Tota]_ ••• •• . •••• . ••.•• 100 
Per Cent 
1 
8 
13 
30 
16 
13 
12 
5 
2 
100 
The a ctual min:lmum age fotU1d was 10 years and 8 months. The a ctual 
ma:ximtllll a e was 16 years and zero months. In each case the date of birth 
given on the membership app1ication was fotU1d to be in error. In the case 
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of the youngest boy, the age had been given incorrectly purposely, in order 
to get him into the program group in wl:1ich several of his friends were en-
tered. The two oldest boys were 15 years and ten months , an.d 16 ~ears and 
zero months, and both had unintentionally recorded the wrong month of birth. 
Table 4 shows that nearly hal f , or forty-six per cent of the b oys, were 
between 13 and 14 years of a ge at the t ime of their i nterview. Eight r er 
cent were between J2 years and zero months, and 14 years and six months at 
the time of interview. These percent ages indicate that at the time of in-
tervie:v- most of the boys were in the age range about which the writer was 
most con cerned in regard to membership dropout. It is , therefore , highly 
probable that their opinions and attitudes would be of value in indicating J 
17 
what boys m this age group did or did not like about the Y.M.C.A. program. 
Further, the patterns of behavior of these boys, expressed at the time of 
interview, could be expected to represent reasonably the patterns of behav-
ior of other boys in the same age group. The study, on this basis, should 
have some value as an interest and activity indicator for boys in the age 
range of 12 to 14. 
Schools Attended at Time of __ Intervie::! 
The schools attended by boys in the study group are important to note 
because school location exerts a considerable amount of influence on after-
school activities such as the Y.M.C.A. Table 5 shows that the one hundred 
boys interviewed were attending twenty-four different schools scattered 
throughout the city. Most of these are eight-year graiilil1.a.I' schools, except 
for the high schools, which are starred (*). 
Table 5. Schools Attended by Dropouts 
School Attended 
_(1) 
?~ Rindge Technical ••••••••• 
Longfellow ••••••••••••••• 
Webster •••••••••••••••••• 
Houghton ••••••••••••••••• 
St. Ma1~1 s ••..••••.••••.• 
Blessed Sacrament •••••••• 
?~ambridge High & Latin ••• 
Roberts•••••••••••••••••• 
Mot'se •••••••••••••••••••• 
Peabody •••••••••••••••••• 
Russell •••••••••••••••••• 
Number 
of Boys 
(2) 
15 
12 
9 
8 
8 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 
(concluded on next page) 
Per Cent 
(3) 
15 
12 
9 
8 
8 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 
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Table 5. (concluded) 
School Attended Number 
of Boys Per Cent 
(i} - 12J (3) 
St . Paul ' s .. . • . •.. • ••• . ••• 3 I 3 I~llY• • ••• •••• • • • ••••• • ••• 2 2 Fl.etcJ:E r • • •• •••• •• •• • • • ••• 2 
I 
2 
?1- Matignon High •••• • • • • ••••• 2 2 
Wellington ••• •• •• • ••••• ••• 2 2 
St. Peter ' s • • •••• •• • •••• •• 2 2 
Putnam • ••••• • •••••• • ••••• • 2 I 2 
St. Hedwig ' s••••~·· · ••• • •• 1 I 1 
?~ Sacred Heart •• •••• • •••••• • 1 1 
St. Jolm' s •••.••••••• • ••• • 1 
I 
1 
Ellis ••• ~•••• ••• •••••••••• 1 1 
Lincoln •• ••••••••••••••••• 1 1 
Irran.aculate Conception ••••• 1 1 
-
Tota.l •• •• •• •.•••••• • • • 100 100 
It is interesting to note that the first eight schools are located ap-
pro:xima.tely one-half mile from the Y. M.C.A., and are attended by sixty-
eight per cent of the group studied. The other schools, representing thir-
ty- tvro per cent of the total , are all located more than one-half mile from 
the Y.M.C.A. It might, tb.erefore, be logical to assume that for over two-
thirds of the group, distance from school to the Y. M.C.A. was not a maj or 
fac·tor in the dropping of their Y. M. C.A. membership . 
School Grade at Time of Iritervievv 
Each b oy vras asked vrhat grade he was in at the time of interview. 
Table 6 show·s the results of this question. 
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Table 6. School Grade of Dropouts at Time of Interview 
-r-· 
Grade at Time Number of 
of Interview· Boys Per Cent 
(1) (2) _(3) 
l 
5············· 3 3 6 ••••••••••••• 14 14 
7 ••••••.•••••• 26 26 
8 ••••••••••••• 34 34 
g ••••••••••••• 20 20 
10 ••••••••••••• 2 2 
ll ............• 1 1 
I--
Total ........ 100 100 
-
.. ~- -
Ninety-four per cent of the boys interviewed were in grades six to 
nine. These are the grades which J:nve had the smallest representation in 
the membership of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. Table 6 show·s that at the time of 
intervievr, the boys were in the grades vdth which this study is concerned . 
LJ. other words, the opinions of the boys intervievred should have some value 
as representing the opinions of other boys in the same grades. 
Parents of Boys Studied 
Parental conditions are a. matter of interest in any work with children. 
The data presented in Table 7 constitut.e merely a report of what these con-
ditions were with the boys included in this study. 
II 
Table 7. Parental Status in Homes of Dropouts 
Parental Status 
- ---- __,crJ 
Both parents livlng at home ••••••••••• 
Living with mother, father dead ••••••• 
Living with mother, parents separated 
or divorced ••••••• 
Living with father, mother dead ••••••• 
Living with father, parents separated 
or divorced ••••••• 
Living with grandparents, parents 
divorced •••••••••• . 
Total•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Occupations of Fathers 
Number 
Boys 
2 
84 
7 
5 
0 
2 
2 
100 
20 
of 
Table 8 represents the occupations of the fathers of the boys included 
in this study. (Tvro boys living with their grandparents reported the occu-
pations of their grandfathers.) 
Table 8. Occupations of Fathers of Dropouts 
-
-· - - -
Occupations of Fathers Number Occupations of Fathers Number 
--n:-J-~ -- - (2) _(1) (2) 
Painter •••••.••••••••••. 5 Custodian •••••••••••• 1 
Rubber Worker ••••••••••• I 4 Driving Instructor ••• 1 
Carpenter ••••••••••••••• , 3 Electroplater •••••••• 1 
Cook •••••••••••••••••••• j 3 Factory worker ••••••• 1 
Machinist ••••••••••••••• l 3 Firema_n •••••••••••••• 1 
Mechanic •••••••••••••••• 3 Gas worker ••••••••••• I 1 Welder •••••••••••••••••• 1 3 Grocer ••••••••••••••• 1 
Bus driver •••••••••••••• 2 Gl.la!'d. •••••••••••••••• 1 
! 
(concluded on next page) 
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Table 8. (concluded) 
Occupations of Fathers Number Occupations of Fathers Number 
=
. - (fJ {2) -----~------~---------~~=---r-----~1=11~-------~~~(2~) __ __ 
I 
Electrician ••••••••••••• 
For~man ••••••••••••••••• 
Mailman ••••••••••••••••• 
Maintenance worker •••••• 
Policeman ••••••••••••••• 
Printer •••••••••••••••.• 
Sales manager ••••••••••• 
Structural Engineer ••••• 
Truck driver •••••••••••• 
Waiter •••••••••••••••••• 
Wire mill worker •••••••• 
Baker••••••••••••••••••• 
Barber •••••••••••••••••• 
BarGender ••••••••••••••• 
Bill Poster ••••••••••••• 
Boiler Fireman •••••••••• 
Building Wrecker •••••••• 
Chemist ••••••••••••••••• 
Cobbler ••••••••••••••••• 
Coin Machine business ••• 
Court officer ••••••••••• 
Credit Investigator ••••• 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Insurance agent •••••• 
Laborer •••••••••••••• 
Liquor dealer •••••••• 
Manager taxi fleet ••• 
Meat dealer •••••••••• 
Meat packer •••••••••• 
M:Llklnan •••••••••••••• 
Office worker •••••••• 
Plasterer •••••••••••• 
Plumber •••••••••••••• 
Postal Clerk ••••••••• 
Purchasing agent ••••• 
Real Estate business. 
Salesman ••••••••••••• 
Shoe worlrer •••••••••• 
Steel worker ••••••••• 
Taxi driver •••••••••• 
Telephone lineman •••• 
Toolmaker •••••••••••• 
Warehouseman ••••••••• 
Windmr washer •••••••• 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 1------'L... ---·- -------~--+------
Total••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 88 
The jobs listed in Table 8 are summarized according to their occupa-
. y' 
tional groups as classified by the Dictionary of Occupational Titles. 
yru;c;tion~fr o/. Occupat;L_2!L¥ Titles, U. S. Department of Labor, U. S. 
Employment Seri':Lce, U. s. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 
1939. 
Table 9. Major Occupational Groups of Fathers of Dropouts 
Occupational Groups 
--------------~~~----------------------~ (1) 
Professional. & Managerial occupations ••• :1 
Clerical and Sales occupations ••••••••••• 
Service occupations •• •••••••••••••• •••••• 
Agricultural, fishery, forestr-<J and kin-
dred occupations ••••••••••• 
Skilled occupations •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Semi-skilled occupations •••••••• •• ••••••• 
Unskilled occupations •••••••••••••••••••• 
TotaJ.. • ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
Working :Mothers 
Number of 
Fathers 
2 
10 
11 
12 
0 
33 
20 
2 
88 
22 
Yfith the high cost of living, many mothers are going to work to supple-
ment the income of the home. Thirty-three mothers were holding full-time 
positions . Their occupations are reported in Table 10. 
Table 10. Occupations of Working Mothers of Dropouts 
:: 
- -· 
Occupations of Working I Mothers 
: II"J 
= 
Candy factory work •••••• 
Housecleaning work •••••• 
Office work ••••••••••••• 
Packer •••••••••••••••••• 
Sales ••••••••••••••••••• , 
Rubber worlrer ••••••••••• 
Waitr ess ••••••••••••••.• I 
Assembly worker ••••••••• 
Bakery clerk •••••••••••• 
Bookkeeper •••••••••••••• 
Number 
(2) 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
Occupations of Working 
Mothers 
(1) 
Clerical Work ••••••••• 
Coat trimmer •••••••••• 
Dietician • ••••• ••••••• 
Hostess ••••••••••••••• 
Housekeeper ••••••••••• 
Laund ry worker •••••••• 
Mro.d •••••• •••••••••••• 
Nursery school teacher 
Nurse's Aide •••••••••• 
Seamstress •••••••••••• 
Telephone operator •••• 
Total. •. •.•••••..•.•..•.•.••••••••••.• ••• ••••••.•• • .•••• 
Number 
(2} 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
33 
23 
Of the thirty-three workmg mothers, six were widowed or separated; 
twenty-seven were working to supplement the income of their husbands. 
Size of Families 
It is interestmg to know the size of the families from which the boy s 
interviewed came. This information is an index to the family pattern of the 
comrrnmity, and should be noted, if for no other reason than to establish the 
mere nonn.ality of the group studied. If a very high percentage of the boys 
were the only child in the family, it might be an mdication that the group 
was not a representative cross-section, or that other factors were at work 
in the home background of t...J,.e boys interviewed in this study. 
The number of children in tre families of the boys interviewed is shown 
m Table 11. 
Table 11. Number of Children in Families of 
Dropouts Interviewed 
--- - ··· -Number of Children- Number Cumulative 
:in Family Reporting Per Cent 
JlJ (2) (3) 
• 
1 ••.••••.••••••• 9 9 
2 ••••••••••••••• 20 29 
3 ••••••••••••••• 29 58 
4 ••••••••••••••• 17 75 
5 ••••••••••••••• 10 85 
6 ••••••••••••••• 6 91 
? ••••••••••••••• 3 94 
8 • • ••••••••••••• 4 98 
9 ••••••••••••••• 1 99 
12 ••••••••••••••• 1 100 
--
Total ••••••• 100 
Mean Number of 
Children ••••••• 3.24 children 
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Table ll shov:rs that nine per cent of the group were boys who were the 
only child in the fw..ily. The cumulative percentages indicate that more 
than half of the families ,:rere made up of three children or less . The nine 
per cent of the families vr.i..th from seven to twelve children were for the 
most part families where there was a wide-spread in age, with some of the 
chilo.ren married and not living at home. The fact that twenty- five per cent 
of tbe boys came from families with from five to twel ve children suggests 
that large families may not be uncorr@on in this community. 
Number of Brothers 
The presence or absence of other boys in the family was considered to 
be a factor worth noting during the interv1ews . Table 12 shaw·s the distri-
bution of brothers among the one hundred boys interviewed. 
Table 12. Number of Brothers in Fam-
ilies of Boys Interviewed 
Number of Brothers 
in Family 
1 
o •••••••••••••• 
1 •••••••••••••• 
2 •••••••••••••• 
3 •••••••••••••• 
4· ••••••••••••• 
5 ••• ••• •••••••• 
6 •••••••••••••• 
Total ••••• 
Number of Boys 
with Brothers 
31 
34 
22 
7 
3 
0 
3 
100 
Thirty-one boys had no brothers in their families. However, only nine 
of these were without sisters, too, as indicated in Table 11. Sixty- nine 
I 
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boys had from one to six brothers., as shown above. 
Age in Relation t~ Brothel~ 
As an item of interest, the writer noted the relative age relation-
ships of the boys and their brothers. This is not a summary of how many 
brothers are represented, but a summary of the age relationship of the boys 
to their brothers. This sunnnary shows that 2L, had only older brothers; 
34 had only younger brothers; 11 had older and younger brothers; and 31 had I 
no brothers. 
The reason for noth:ing this particular factor is to draw attention to 
an interesting question. If forty-five per cent of the boys have one or 
more youn er brothers, what effect will the Y.M.C.A. experience of these 
forty-five dropouts have on their younger brothers? This might be material 
for futt~e study. 
Ntunber of Sisters 
Table 13 shmvs the number of sisters in the fam:ilies of the one htmdred I 
boys interviewed. No particular signi:licance is attached to this infonna-
tion, but it is merely reported as fotu1d. 
Table 13. Number of Sisters in Fam-
ilies of Boys Intervlewed 
Number of Sisters 
in Family 
r Number of Boys 
with Sisters 
h~- ~1~) ------~----=2.::,__ __ _ 
o •••••••••••••• 
1 •••••••••••••• 
2 •••••••••••••• 
26 
38 
2l 
(concluded on next page) 
Table 13. (concluded) 
Number of Sisters 
in Family 
Len~h of Member~[!~ 
1 
3 •••••••••••••• 
4· ••••••••••••• 
5 •••••••••••••• 
Total .•••••• 
Number of Boys 
with Sisters 
2 
7 
6 
2 
100 
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The length of mEmbership of each boy was taken from the payment record 
of each membership application. Memberships in the Cambridge Y.Jn: .c.A. Youth 
Division are available for either one month or one year. A one year member-
ship may be paid up over a four month p3 riod - each payment being for one 
month of membership until the fourth payment - w:bich then extends the member-
s:bip privileges to one year from the date of the first payment. The net 
effect of this system is that membership may be terminated after one, two, 
or three months by simply failing to make the next payment. This is also a 
rough indication of attendance, since failure to keep up membership payments 
indicates non-attendance, while completed payments for membership of one 
year or more indicate attendance for at least four months and probably more. 
Some boys joined the Y.M.C.A. several times over a period of two or 
three years for short tenn memberships. These boys account for the five, 
' six, seven and eight month memberships shol'rn in Table 14. The boys who 
completed one year of membership, then started a second or third year of 
membership but failed to keep up their membership payments, account for the 
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thirteen to seventeen month memberships, and the twenty-six to twenty-nine 
month memberships. Table 14 shows the length of membership of the one 
hnndred boys interviewed. 
Table 14. Length in Months of Y.M.C.A. Membership of Boys Interviewed 
-
Months of Number of Months of Number of 
Membership Boys Membership Boys 
--
.(lJ (2) :: : I1J (2) 
1 ••••••••••• 21 14 •••••••••• 4 
2 ••••.•..••• 19 15 ••••••••.• 3 
,3 ••••••••••• 10 16 •••••••••• 1 
4 •••........ 3 17 ••••••••.. 1 
5 ••••••••••• 1 24 •••••••••• 5 
6 •••••••.••• 2 26 ••••••••.• 1 
. 7 ••••••••••• L_2~ 2? ••••••••• • . 1 8 ••••••••••• 29 •• ••• ••••• 1 12 •••••••••• ~ 36 •••••••••• 1 13 ••••••••••• 
TotaJ. •• ••••••••. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 100 
Average length of membershiP•••••••••••••••••• 7.8 months 
Median length of membership •••••••••••••••••• 3.5 months 
Some rather disquieting facts emerge from analysis of Table 14. Fifty 
boys joined the Y.M.C.A. for three months or less. To this may be added an-
other ten who must have joined two or more times for short periods 'Vfhich 
total four to eight months . Of the twenty who had paid up one year of mem-
bership, there is no way of knowing how many attended only four months or 
less. Of the twenty boys who had memberships ranging from thirteen months 
to thirty-six months, it can be fairly assumed that they made use of their 
memberships during that time. The most optimistic mterpretation of Table 
14 would indicate that forty per cent of tre boys remained in the membership 
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for from one to three years . This may be a fair average for boys in the age 
range from twelve to fourteen, but it does not discount the sixty per cent 
who joined for short periods and dropped out of membership. If the "why" of 
this sixty r:er cent can be ascertained through this study, it will have been 
well vrorth doing. 
Reli~ous Affiliations 
The religious affiliations of the one hundred boys interviewed are 
shovm in Table 15. These data were taken from the membership applications 
after the interview·s were completed, and were included because they have 
some bearing on othe r facts presented later in this study. 
Table 15. Religious Affiliation of 
Boys Intervievred 
Religious I Number Affiliation Boys 
= ~1~= =--==: := f. ::m 
Roman Catholic •••••• 69 
Protestant •••••••••• 28 
Jewish •••••••••••••• 3 
Total. ••••••••• ·I 100 
of 
:: : 
-= 
The distribution of religious affiliations of the one hnndred boys in-
terviewed is approJd.mately the same as it is within the active membership 
of the Cambridge Y .M. C .A. 
Sumary 
The preceding tables furnish the following information: 
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1. Distance from home to the Y.M.C.A. is not a major reason for boys 
in this study group dropping Y.M.C.A. membership, since seventy-seven per 
cent lived within three-quarters of a mile of the 1 Y1 • 
2. Eighty per cent of the boys were between twelve years and fourteen 
and one half years old at the time they were interviewed. 
3. Sixty-eight per cent of the boys interviewed attended schools locat-
ed appro:ximately one-half mile or less from the Y.M.C.A. building. 
4. Ninety-four per cent of the boys were in grades six through nine 
at the time of interview. 
5. Eighty-four per cent of the boys lived at home with both parents; 
seven lived with widowed mothers, nine had divorced or separated parents. 
6. Fathers of the boys had occupations in widely vary:i.ng fields. 
7. Thirty-t:b..ree mothers were holding full-time jobs. 
8. Nine boys were from only-child families; fifty-eight per cent of 
the boy s came from families of three children or less. The average fam:ily 
had 3.24 children. 
9. Thirty-one boys had no brothers; thirty-four had one brother; 
thirty-five had from two to six brothers. 
10. Forty-five per cent of the boys had one or more younger brothers. 
11. fifty per cent of the boys were members of the Y.M.C.A. for three 
months or less. 
12. Religious affiliation of the dropouts was appro:x:i..mately the same 
as it is in the active membership of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
CHA.Pl'ER IV 
OPINIONS OF 100 DROPOUTS REGARDING CERTAIN ASPECTS OF 
THE CAMBRIDGE Y.M.C.A. 
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One hundred boys who bad dropped membership at the Cambridge, Massachu-
setts Y.M.C.A. at the time they were between eleven and one-half and thir-
teen years of age were interviewed in their homes as a part of this study. 
A standard interview form. was composed by the writer and used to record 
questions and answers of each boy. 
It was assumed that boys would give honest answers and opinions in a 
standardized interview situation, since there was nothing to gain or lose as 
a result of the interviews. This may s eem to be rather a presumptuous found-
a.tion upon vrhich to rest the validity of the entire interview, but it was a 
necessary risk which could not be circumvented. As long as the limitations 
which this assumption :imposes are kept in mind, tent,ative conclusions from 
the ansvrers as given can be made fairly a ccurately. y 
Rose Guilfoyle, in speaking of reasons for non-graduates leaving 
Worcester Junior and Senior High Schools, says: 
11 Since these reasons were given by the yo'Wlg people them-
selves, it must be borne in mind that they are subject to such 
limitations as may be due to the immaturity of the :individual. 
They may not represent the actual cause in every case, but they 
are significant because the individual felt that the reasons be 
gave were those which had motivated him in his decision to ter.m-
inate his school. It should be remembe1~d, too, that these youth 
!/Rose M. Guilfoyle, A Study of 300 Dr~uts of ~Junior and Senior 
High Schools of 1/~r.ce§j:._e£, (Boston, 1954) Unpublished Ed. M. Thesis, 
Boston University School of Education, p. 41. 
had been out, of school for periods ranging from several months 
to trro years, and their ansvwers might reflect their opinions as 
they looked back on their school experience, rather than at the 
time they left school." 
The same statement applies to the opinions and reasons of the boys 
with whom this study is concerned. 
Reasons for Joining the Y.M.C._!. 
It is perhaps as important to know why people join an organization as 
it is to knavr why they leave it. If people join with certain e:;q:>ectations 
and are disappointed :L'I'l them, then a simple explanation can be found for 
the problem of membership dropouts. 
With this thought in mind, the opening question of each :interview vras 
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simply, 11Why did you join the Y.M.C.A. ? 11 The anS\'Vers were recorded verbatim 
by the writer and when sifted ou·t, resolved into the nine primary reasons 
shovm in Table 16. 
Table 16. Reasons for JoiJ.J.ing the Y.M.. C.A. Given 
by Boys Interviewed 
Reason for Joining rumber of Boys 
-----r.:l~-~-----r--_(2) : =:: 
Friends were members ••••••••••••••••• 
To go s'T.Um1ting ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
To play basketball, go to gym, and 
sw:iln. • 
Parents wanted them to join •••••••••• 
Notlrlng else to do ••••••••••••••••••• 
Became interested through Y.M.C.A. 
Camp •••• 
To find a hobbY•••••••••••••••••••••• 
To build self up physically •••••••••• 
Probation officer suggested member-
ship •••• 
Tot,al ••••• ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
43 
23 
15 
8 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
100 
The significant thing to note in Table 16 is, first, that fo1~r-three 
boys gave "friends" as a reason for join:ing the Y.M.C.A. Second, thirty-
nine gave reasons concerning svlfinnnin~ , use of the gynm.a.sium, and other 
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hysical a ctivities . Clea.rly, then, the major attractions to membership 
were friends and facilities. Swimming appears alone and cou led with gym 
and basketball in the above table, because that is the way in which the 
reasons were started; but it is worth noting that a total of thirty-eight 
boys considered swinrrning a primary reason for joining the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
Attendance 
In answer to the question, 11 Did you attend the 1Y1 regularly" , ninety-
one boys answered 11 Yes 11 ; nine answered 11 No11 • Actually, no great weight can 
be attached to this question , because it is not specific enough. If indiv-
idual records of attendance had been avaj~able, a uestion of this so~j 
would have been replaced by a table of fre quencies. 
The only conclusion possible is that ninety-one boys thought they used 
their Y.M.C.A. membership privileges regularly, while they were active 
members . 
Friendship_ !'~S:.!-9rs 
Three f actors con cernin friends were explored during the interview; 
whether the boys joined with friends , if the friends were still ' Y' members, 
and if they made new friends at the 1 Y1 • The restuts are shmvn in Table 17. 
Table 17. Responses to Questions Concerning Friendship Factors 
Questions 
Cf)-
Did you join the 1 Y1 with a friend I 
or friends'?. • • • • • • • • • • • ' 77 , 23 
Are these friends still 1Y1 members'? I 21 56 
Did you make any new friends at I :~ I 
the 1 Y' '? •••••••••••••• _. -~-2-6-''~ 
100 
77 
The important t bing here is that seventy-seven toys said they joined 
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the Y. M. C .A. with a friend or friends; fifty-six of these seventy-seven, or 
seventy-tr.li'ee rer cerrt, said that the friends trey joined with were no 
longer menbers. This indicates that the influence of friends is probably 
a major fact or , both in joir ing the Y. M.C.A. and in dropping out of Y.M.C.A. 
membership . This is especially worth noting because in Table 16 it was 
noted that forty-three boys joined the Y.M.C.A. primari~ because their 
friends were members. 
That seventy-four per cent of the boys made new friends at the ' Y' is 
an indication that most of them mixed well· with other boys in the member-
ship. For the twenty-six who made no new friends the:r:_e should be some 
concern. 
Pe.rtici ati on in Y. M. C .A:_ fl.cti !_itie ~ 
The one htmdred boys said they pg.rticipated in the Y. M.C.A. activities 
shovm in Table 18 while they were members of the Cambri dge Y.M.C.A. 
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Table 18. Activities in which Dropouts Participated VVhile ~~bers of the 
Y.M.C.A. 
: = ...... ' 
Activity ~mnber Who Participated 
== 
Activity 
i 
------~(~1)~----~--·~(2~. )~----11-------~(1~}~---4---~(2~) __ __ 
I Booster Club ••••• Summer Program ••• General Swim........ 92 Swimming Instruction 86 
Table Teru1is........ 85 
General Gy.m......... 85 
Movies. ............. 71 
Pool................ 67 
Checkers............ 63 
Other Table Games... 60 
Basketball.......... 57 
Handcraft........... 47 
Hikes and Trips..... 37 
I 
I 
I' Gym. Teanl ••••••••• Boxing Class ••••• Residence Camp ••• , 
Day Camp ••••••••• 
I 
II 
Trampoline Class. 
Svr.i.nnni.11.g Team •••• 
Jnnior Leaders 1 
Club •••••• 
Dramatic Club •••• 
Wrestling Class •• 
35 
27 
20 
14 
9 
8 
6 
4 
3 
1 
1 
In general, the activities with the highest participation score in 
Table 18 are the most popular act.i vi ties, although some acti v:i..ties were l~v 
on the list because of factors other than popularity. For example the act-
ivities listed from "Gym Team11 on were all limited in enrollment to a com-
paratively small number of boys. Basketball, although higher on the list, 
had a lcrfer-mentioned participation because it was not open to all the boys 
in this age g-.coup, d.le to lack of .time and space in the one small gymnasium 
in use at the time this study began. 
It might be noted that "Svd.mming 11 heads the list, foD.mved by "Table 
Tennis" and "General Gym." very closely. "Pool", "Checkers", and "other 
Table Games" also rate very highly on the list, which hints that most of the 
facilities available at the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. were used by the majority of 
the boys interviewed. 
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Recreational Activities Since Dropping Y.M.C.A. Membership 
In an attempt to discover what recreational activities the dropouts 
participated in during the year, a check list was read to each boy. Space 
was provided for enterine additional activities not included on the list, 
but none were ment.ioned. Activities were checked with the frequencies 
noted in Table 19. 
Table 19 . Recreational Activities of Dropouts at Time of Interview 
and Frequency of Mention 
··c<:-•· 
-
-· -~h-equency of I Activities Activities ~<'requency of 
:Mention Mention 
(1) • (2) -- (ly (2) 
Swimming ••••••••••••• 95 Dancing ••••••••• 47 
Baseball ••••••••••••• 94 
' 
Campine •••• • •••• 46 
Watchjng Television •• I 93 Model Building •• 46 Regular Attendance Bowling ••••••••• ! 45 
at Movies •••••••• 83 Roller Skating •• 45 
Bicycling •••••••••••• 81 Hoclrey •••••••••• 31 
Basketball ••••••••••• 
' 
80 Boating ••••••••• 30 
Football ••••••••••••• 78 Infonnal Teams •• 26 
Fishing •••••••••••••• 65 Informal Clubs •• 25 
Hiking••••••••••••••• 56 Track ••••••••••• 13 
Again, 11 Sw:i.nnning11 heads the list , followed closely by 11 Baseball" and 
11 Television 11 • It is interesti.'Ylg to note that t wo activities which are of 
a passive rather than an active nature appear very high on this list: 
"watching Television11 and 11 Regular Attendance at Movies". 11 Bicycl-ing11 hav-
ing such a high frequency indicates a possible new area for the Y.M.C.A. to 
develop an organized program act,ivity. "Basketball~' ha·ving a frequency of 
eighty is an indication that this activity was not offered widely enough to 
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the boys :L11 this group while they were Y.M.C.A. members. Only fif'ty-seven 
indicated pa.rticipation in this activity at the Y.M.C.A. as shQ'1Jffi previously 
in Table 18. 
The high participation rate given to 11 Football11 is not indicative of 
orga..."lized formal football teams, but rather of widespread interest in the 
sport and participation in informal play among 11pick-up11 teams. 
The participation figure of s:bcty-five for 11 Fishing11 indicates another 
possible new area for program development within the Cambridge Y. Ivi .C.A. , 
such as a course in fly-tying. 
11 Hiking11 was checlred fixty-six times, and points up the natural urge 
for boys of this age to explore the areas j ust beyond the city limits. For 
the many boys 'Who were also Boy Scouts:, hiking was a requirement in their 
Scouting activities. It is interes·bing to note here the comparison of in-
crease from Table 18, where only thirty-seven indicated participation in 
"Hikes and Trips" while in the Y.M.C.A. program. 
The participation score of forty-seven for 11 Dancing11 was a lit tle sur-
prising, in view of the fact that only thirty-two boys of the hundred were 
over fou.rteen years of age at the time of interview. Apparently, interest 
in dancing is started at an eaJ."lier age than high school level, and there 
might be reason for development of dancing as a Y.M.C.A. activity for boys 
in the 7th and 8th grades. 
The score of forty-s:Lx for 11 Camping" reflects vvidespr-ead participati.. on 
in the Cambridge Boy Scout week-end camping program, as well as smnrner camp-
ing under the auspices of other local agencies. 
"Model Building" was checked forty-six times as a recreational activity, 
indicating that nearly half of t he boys were doing some type of creative 
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activity vrith their hands and enjoylng it. This is consistent -vdth the fig -
ure of forty-seven who previously indicated pg.rticipation in Y. M. C.A. 11 Hand-
icraft11 in Table 18. 
11 Bovrling11 and "Roller Sl{ating" vvere each checked forty-five times, 
which indicates a sizeable participation in commercialized recreational 
activities • 
The writer confined the mt erpretat.ion of "Roller Skating" to include 
only roller sl;at:ing in. a corrnnercial rink, and not the sidewalk variety. 
"Hockey!' ·': and "Boating" had fair participation r ates of thirty-one 
and thi rty respectively. Th..is is due in pg.rt to the fact that facilities 
for both activities are available, in season, through the city recreation 
departments of Cambridge and Boston. 
"Teams" and "Clubs" were checked twenty-six and twenty-five t imes, 
respectively. The :important feeling of belonging finds expression in these 
activities. It is safe to assume that for a sieeable number of the dropouts 
"Clubs" or 11 Teams11 , or lD th, i"rere activlties which replaced the Y. M..C.A. in 
their lives. Certainly the Cambridge Y.M.C .A. could afford to e:xpand its 
activities in the area of clubs and teams fb r this a ge group. 
11 Track11 was checl{ed only thirteen t:imes and therefore is evidently not 
rated as an important recreational activity for these boys. 
Preferences for Further Athletic Training 
In answer to the question 11In what athletic skills would you like to 
have more train:ing? 11 twerrty different sports Vv-ere mentioned. This question 
was always asked vr.i.th the understanding that the answers were not to be 
lin1ited to activities offered at the Ca.mbridge Y.M.C.A. 
Of the twenty sports mentioned, eleven are activities which the 
Cambridge Y. Ivi .C.A. offers or for which it has facilities. Seven are primar-
ily outdoor sports , requiring special facilities and e quipment, two are :in-
door sports requiring special facilities which the Cambridge Y. M.C.A. does 
not have. Table 20 lists the activities and their frequency of mention. 
Table 20. Preferences of Dropouts for Further Athletic Training 
and Frequency of Mention 
-- trequ~~y of ::: - --------~ Frequency Activities :Mention Activities Mention 
(1) (& ____ :-- (~) :: :(2) 
Basketball ••••••••••• 57 Gymnastj_cs ••••••• 3 
Baseball ••••••••••••• 47 Fishing •••••••••• 3 
~vim~ing ••••••••••••• 33 Boating •••••••••• 2 
Football••••••••••••• 27 Trmnpoline ••••••• 2 
Wrestling•••••••••••• 18 Tumbling ••••••••• 2 
Boxing••••••••••••••• 15 Table Tennis ••••• 1 
HockeY••••••••••••••• 9 Fencing •••••••••• 1 
Track •••••••••••••••• 7 Ice Skating •••••• 1 
Weight Lifting •• •.• ••• 4 Roller Skating ••• 1 
Bowling •••••••••••••• 3 Huntine ••••••••.• 1 
of 
The nine activities mentioned in Table 20 for which Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
does not have facilities are baseball, football, hockey , bow·ling, fishing , 
boating , ice skat:ing, roller skating and htmting. Facilities for all of 
these activities, except hunting, are available in Cambridge, either Ltnder 
public or commercial operation. 
The important thing to note L~ Table 20 is that fifty-seven boys ex-
pressed a desire for more training in Basketball, and thirty-three wanted 
more training in Sw-i....IIl.lidng, both of which are activit ies for -vlhich the 
Cambrid ge Y.M.C.A. has facilities. "VVhile it is probable that many boys 
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expressed a desire for more training in ~ of these activities, the fre-
quency of mention is still significant as an indication of interest. 
Baseball, mentioned forty-seven times, and Football, mentioned twenty-
seven times, are activities reqltiring outdoor facilities which the Cambridge 
Y.M.C.A. does not have. Teams under Y.M.C.A. supervision could use city 
parks and fields, if sufficient interest warranted such a move. However, 
since Cambridge elementary schools have lately been developing programs in 
each of these sports, the chances are that any boy who seriously wants more 
training in either baseball or football can get it more easily through the 
school teams. 
Wrestbng and Boxing are both sports in which the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. has 
offered instruction for boys. Neither has ever had high attendance, and the 
low frequency of mention indicates lack of general interest on the part of 
most boys for further training in either sport. Hovrever, the number of men-
tions does warrant consideration in keeping the classes in operation for 
those boys ~~ho do want instruction. 
Hockey is not a sport which fits into the Y.M.C.A. program or facil-
ities. Track could be developed further through intra-mural competition, 
as well as through the occasional inter-Y.M.C.A. meets now scheduled. 
It might be noted that 11Weight-Lii'ting11 , mentioned in Table 20 should 
more properly be called 11 Body Building", since the essential object of build-
ing a muscular body through the use of weights in exercising is the real 
intention of boys who mentioned it. 
Summarizing, boys expressed interest in further training in activities 
which the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. offers one hundred and forty-three times, as 
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against ninety-four mentions of interest in activities which the Cambridge 
Y.M.C.A. does not offer. 
Me~bership ~ other organization~ 
In response to the question, 11Name the organizations and clubs you be-
long to at present", twenty-three different teams, clubs and agencies were 
named. Table 21 shows the frequency of mention of each group. 
Table 21. Organizations of which Dropouts were Members 
at Time of Interview 
Organizations 
(1) 
Boy Scouts of America •••••••••••••• 
Y.W.C.A. Dancing Class ••••••••••••• 
Cambridge Neighborhood House ••••••• 
Cambridge Community Center ••••••••• 
Christ Child Society ••••••••••••••• 
School Basketball Team ••••••••••••• 
School Baseball Team ••••••••••••••• 
C.Y.O. Baseball Team ••••••••••••••• 
Sea Scouts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Infor.mal clubs and teams ••••••••••• 
Church choir••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ci ty Recreation Department Basket-
ball teams ••••••••• 
St. Mary's Athletic Association •••• 
East End Union ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Jmvish Community Center •••••••••••• 
Lit tle League Baseball team •••••••• 
~~rgaret Fuller House •••••••••••••• 
Charlestown Boys' Club ••••••••••••• 
Community Sailing Club ••••••••••••• 
Church Fellowship Groups ••••••••••• 
School Golf Team ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arlington Boys' Club ••••••••••••••• 
Po1~ugese-American League •••••••••• 
Orange Young American Lodge •••••••• 
Total••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number Reporting 
Memberships 
32 
9 
6 
6 
5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
99 
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Two-thirds of the dropouts rE:Jlorled membership in some kind of an 
organization. One-third said they did not belong to any organization or 
club. Many belonged to more than one organization. Nearly one-third of 
the dropouts were members of Boy Scout tro:ops. 
This data indicates that two-thirds of the dropouts were 11 joiners" , 
that is, they were basically in favor of belonging to some group or organ-
ization. Vtlhile it is not lmawn how many were members of these same organiz-
ati.ons at the time they were also members of the Cambridge Y. M.C.A., it can-
not be presumed that their membership in other organizations is related to 
their dropping out of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. The importance of this data. is 
that it indicates that probably a majority of the dropouts were not isolates 
or anti-social personalities. 
Another study on this topic might try to discover what organizations 
b oys of this age tend to join afteE they drop out of Y.M.C.A. membership. 
Part-Time Work 
Eighty-eight boys did not have part time j obs which prevented them 
from attending the Y.M.C .A. 
'1\>.relve boys reported part time jobs which did prevent them from attend.-
inP, the Y.M.C .A. These twelve had five different kinds of jobs as shovm in 
Table 22. 
Table 22. Part-Time Jobs Which Prevented Dropouts 
from Attending the Y.M.C.A. 
Job 
- (I ) 
--- ---- - --· 
1 Ntl!llber of 
Bo rs 
~ , __ {2)--
--+ 
News aper route................. 7 
Store jobs.... . ................. 2 
Bmvl i ng alley pin boy.... • • • • • • • 1 
Baby sitt.er·..................... 1 
Odd jobs at a gasoline station.. 1 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••• I 12 
' --- ---- - -·- . --_____ .__ _____ _ 
Part time wor k defini tely is not a ma jor factor in membership dropouts . 
School_B9mework Factor~ 
Ten boys said they or dinarily had too much school homework to al ow 
time for a ttending the 1 Y1 • Ninety boys did not think that they had an 
amount of homework that would interfer e with 1Y1 attendance. 
Opinion~ Concerning ~- and Swimming Activities 
A. Time allowance 
Sevent y-four said the Y.M.C.A. program offered enough g;ym t ime. 
Tvrent y-four said the Y. M.C.A. program did not offer enough 
g;ym time • 
Two were undecided. 
Seventy-three said t re Y .M.C .A. program offered enough 
swimming time. 
Twenty-seven said the Y.M.C.A. program did not offer enough 
swimming time. 
Boys in this age group generally had the following minimum gym 
and svdm privileges weekly: 
Two gym periods, each 45 minutes 
Tl.l'{o swim periods, each 30 minutes 
In addition, membe rship on gym team, swimming team, and special 
inst~1ction classes added to these basic time allowances. 
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The above opinions indicate that most of the boys were at least fair-
ly content with the time allow·ed for gym and swim activities. Probably 
none would object to more time for both activities. 
B. Svrunming ability 
Eighty-seven bpys could swim. 
Fifty-nine of these learned to swim at the Y. M.C.A. 
Twenty-eight boys learned to swim. at a place other 
than the Y.M. C.A. 
Thirteen boys could not mr.im. 
The outstanding statement concerning mv:i..mming ability is that 
fifty-njne of the one hundred dropouts learned to swim at the 
Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 1\tia.nyl ·dfctbese boys probably joined the Y.M.C.A. 
in order to learn hov1 to swim. Perhaps the attainment of the goal 
may have terminated their inter est in attending, especially those 
who may have joined in the s pring in order to learn to swim. before 
the surmner vacation period. This is mere speculation, hortTever, 
since there is no other data to confirm this observation. The high 
achievement level in swimming ability is worth noting as a strong 
point :in the program of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
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C. Preference for wearing trunks while swirmning at the 1 Y1 • 
As in other Y.M.C.A. 1 s it has been the practice for many years 
for boys to mvlia without trunks at the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. The ques-
tion concerning the practice was considered a very importa...TJ.t item 
in the intervi&lr. It was purposely placed in the middle of the 
interview· at a point where rapport l"ffi.S most likely to be finnly 
established a.nB where any arudety to finish the interview would not 
affect the answer. It was also the last of a series of questions 
dealing with svrimming, so that m:mtally the boy was ready for it. 
The vrriter had been aware for some time of the reluctance of a 
number of boys to swim without trunks at the Y.M.C.A. Some slovrly 
overcame their feeljngs and gradually got used to the idea. Some 
went swinnning · once and were so shocked by the practice that they 
neverwent again. Others never got courage to go even the first 
ti.lll.e. How did these one hundred dropouts feel about t,he practice? 
Thirty-five said they would rather wear trunks while swimming 
at the 1Y1 • 
Sixty-five said they would ~ rather wear trunks whi le 
swimming at the 1Y1 • 
This rather strong minority vote in favor of wearing trunks 
while swi!!lilling at the Y.:M.C.A. raised some interesting questions , 
among them the question of why the practice of nude sw:iJnrn:ing is 
followed by the Y.M.C.A. 
Some of the reasons for swinnning 1rithout trl.lnks at the 1 Y1 
are listed herewith. 
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1. It is more sanitary, because boys wash themselves more thoro-
ughly when they shower in the nude and then go immediately into the 
pool. If swimming trunks are worn, the tendency is for boys to 
shower vrith their trunks on and consequently they do not wash the 
parts of their bodies covered by the trunks. 
2. It is simpler. There is no problem of forgotten swi_m trunks 
left at home, lost, or left at the 1Y1 • Boys need only a towel in 
order to use the svdmming pool. 
3. There is less accuinulation of lint and dirt in the pool when 
nude bathing is universally practiced by those using the pool. 
4. There is a psychological value to seeing that one is sexually 
like his peers, that he is physically normal. 
The follDii'ting are some of the arguments commonly g:i. ven by the 
parents of some boys who are opposed to nude mv:i.mming at the Y.M. C.A.I 
1. It may encourage exhibitionism among boys. 
2. It contradicts the ideas of modesty taught in the home. 
3. It causes curiosity about sex. 
4. It may be sexually stimulating to some boys. 
From the point of viffi7 of the Y.M.C.A. the reasons favoring 
nude swimming far outweigh the arguments against it, and there is no 
question that the practice will continue. However, this still does 
not explain why thirty-five per cent of the dropouts e:xpressed a 
preference for wearing tru.11.ks while sw:Lmm:i.ng at the Y.M.C.A. 
The question came to mi..11.d that religious affiliation might 
• 
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ossibly be connected with the opinions of boys regarding nude bath-
i..r1g . This was pointed up by a case where a father came to the 
Y.M.C .A. to cancel his son1s membership. It seems that reference 
had been made to "immoral acts" in his son 1 s classes in parochial 
school. 1Vhen the boy queried his mother as to the meaning of 0 im-
moral act" she explained that it would be an immoral act to expose 
one 1 s self without clothing on the street. Clearly, she confused 
":immodesty ' with 11 ilmnorality11 • When the boy, therefore, refused 
to swim in the nude at the Y.M.C.A. because he did not want to 
11 c01mnit an :immoral act", his father investigated and came to the 
Y.M.C.A. to explain the situation. The boy uould not use his 1Y1 
membership because he considered nude bathing to be an 11 ilmnoral act". 
This incident led the vnr.iter to compare the religious affilia-
tion of each boy with his preference for wearing trunl{s v;hile swim-
ming at the Y. M.C.A. The data regarding religious affiliation was 
taken from the membership applications and was not asked for in the 
interviews. The results of this comparison appear in Table 23. 
Table 23. Religious Affiliation of Dropouts and Preferences For and 
Against Wearing Swimming Trunks 
-
Do Not 
Religious Prefer Trunks Prefer Trunks Per cent 
Affiliation I Nlll11.ber Nlll11ber Per cent Nlll11.ber Per cent Total 
r1J ::: t (2) ~() ) i (4) _ (5) .(6)- (7) 
Catholic ••••• 69 2L~ 34.8 45 65.2 100 
Protestant •• ~ 28 11 39.3 17 60.7 100 
Jevvish ••••••• 3 0 o. 3 100. 100 ,_ 
Combined 
Totals ••••••• I 100 35 35 . 65 65. 100 
~-· _lc_ 
-
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The comparison shmved that apparently there is no cor1~lation between 
religious affiliation and preference for wearing trunks while swi_mming at 
the Y.M.C.A., since preferences did not differ significantly for any one 
religious group. 
A more logical explanation of this preference for swim tnmks is pro-
bably the heightened self-consciousness of adolescence. The subject needs 
further study before helpful recommendations can be made. 
Distance Factors 
A. l:Jieans of getting to the Y.:M.C.A. from home vvere as follows: 
Eighty-one boys walked to the 1Y1 ; seventeen came by streetcar or 
bus; and two rode bicycles. 
B. The time required to get to the Y.M.C.A. from home is shovm 
in Table 21~ . 
Table 24. Time Required to Get to the Y.M.C.A. 
from Home 
Time Required 
22 
25 
27 
13 
13 
Up to 5 m:Lllutes. • • • • • • • • • . , 
5 to 10 minutes. • • • • • • • • • 
1 
10 to 15 minutes •••••••••• 
15 to 20 minutes •••••••••• 
20 minutes or more •••••••• 1. Total. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -~ -· -1-00---------
C. 11 If you lived closer to the 1 Y1 would you have kept up your 
1 Y' membership?" Eighty-one boys said 11No, 11 nineteen boys said 
11Yes11 • 
Eighty-one boys walked to the Y.M.C.A. from home. The same number said 
that distance from home had nothing to do with their drop ing Y.M.C.A. mem-
bershi • Seventy-four reached the Y.M.C .A. from home in fifteen minutes or 
less. 
These figures point up t ffi fact that for the greater majority of the 
dropouts, eli stance from home to the Y.M. C.A. was not a major factor :i.J.1. the 
dropping of memberships. The rrlneteen who thought that distance did have 
some effect were these who lived the greatest distances away. 
£pinions Conp~rning Program and Leadership 
T\venty-six boys said that the program was not well explained to t h em 
when they joined the Y.M.C.A. Seventy-four said it was well explained. 
This indicates that some improvements in the orientation of new members 
might be made in order to ensure better understanding of the program. Reg-
ularly scheduled meetings for new members might be one method of improving 
orientation. 
Each boy was asked how he would rate the Boys' Program at the Y.M.C.A. 
on a scale of five re.tings. The summary of op:i.J.1ion was as fol l ows : Tw·enty-
three rated the program 11 Excellent11 ; seventy-tvm rated it 11 Good11 ; four rated 
it 11 Fair"; one rated it 11 Poor11 ; no one rated it 11 Very Poor11 • 
This rating probably does not mean very much, except :r:e rhaps that boys 
of the age interviewred have not had enough varied experien ce to make a judg-
ment of value and to give an objective rating. The tendency towards favor-
able rating of the pro;rrrun is contradicted by the fact that every person 
maldng the rating dropped out of the program. The writer feels that this 
question ras not a good one and that the an~Ners are insignificant. 
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The following is a sunnnary of opinions regarding leadership. Ninety 
boys said they found the leaders and instructors helpful . Six boys said 
they thought the leaders were too strict. Eighteen boys said the leaders 
allowed too much horse-play and fooling around. 
Here there is also a tendency tovrard favorable opini ons , but not to the 
extent found in the rating scale above. The writer would be inclined to at-
tach some significance to tre franldy nnfavorable opinions of the eighteen 
who said they thought 11 the leaders allmved too much horse-play and fool:i.ng 
around" • The likelihood i s that if eighteen unfavorable anSV'rers were given, 
then there was probably some feeling that the leaders were too easy. The 
same principle applie d to the answers of six who thought the leaders were 
too strict; however, this would partly compensate for the eighteen who 
thought t hem to be too easy. In all, the opini on would seem to be that the 
leadership was fair to most of the boys, with a slight tendency to b e too 
easy . 
Avail_a.~ 9f Equipment for Use 
Eighty-one boys said they were able to use the equipment they wanted 
to use. 
Nineteen said they were not able to use the equipment they wanted to 
use. 
The negative answers centered arotmd the use of the ,·;eight-lifting and 
body-build:ing equipment , which was not allowed for boys of this age. The 
policy of the Cambridge Y.IVI.C.A. Physical Education Tiepartment has been to 
restrict the weight room to use only by those over fifteen years of age. 
Perhaps some consideration might be given to settL~g up a limited, super-
vised, body-building class which would teach younger boys how to handle 
weights properly and prepare them for later serious body-bu:Ud:ing and 
weight liftjng • 
Ratin~ Equipment b~.J?EY.s 
Each boy was asked to rate six major facilities of the Y.M.C.A. as 
"Good", "Fair", or 11 Poor11 • The purpose of this rating was to determine 
whether or not the boys would pick out the same wealmesses in facilities 
and equipn.ent which adults would, or whether they would ignore these ar..d 
pick out other wealmesses. 
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Recent studies made by committees of the Y.M.C.A. concerned with the 
building of t[l.e additional new g"~jlm1asium have pointed out some wealmesses 
and criticisms from the adult viewpoint. other criticisms come from the 
adult staff members who observed the daily use of these facilities and were 
a:vrare of wealmesses from a supervisory point of view. These aclmovrledged 
inadequacies and wealmesses in the facilities as seen from the adult point 
of vievr are contained in the foll~ling statements. 
1. Inadequate toilet facilities in the Youth Division. 
2. Lack of adequate tools and work benches in the Handicraft Shop. 
3. Inadequate locker room for boys; too small, inferior .floor, 
lockers old and in poor repair. 
4. Old gymnasium is too small for some boys' classes; basketba.D. is 
hampered by short court , presence of overhead track which spoils shots from 
the side of the floor. 
5. Additional gym space needed to provide more gym time for boys. 
The boys interviewed in t his study rated certain key places for 
facilities and equipment as shown in Table 25. 
I' 
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Table 25. Ratings of Key Places by Dropouts 
- ·----- - -- ·-
__ ... ___ . ----
--
... - - ... 
--r,:---
Place -~Rating 1 No Good Fair 1 Poor Opinion Total 
{I) [2} (3) - OJ 
Boys' Lobby ••••• 74 25 0 1 100 
Handicraft Shop. 45 22 1 32 100 
Locker Room •••.• 55 38 5 2 100 
GynLnasi1un ••••••• 92 2 1 5 100 
Showers ••••••••• 94 3 0 3 100 
&rimming Pool ••• . 91 5 0 lt 100 
Again the writer must make note that rating scales probably were not 
suitable fb ruse with boys of thi s a e group because of thei r lack of varied 
experience on which to base judgment. Hovrever, the follovdng observations 
can be made. 
1 . The locker room and the handicraft shop received the lmvest rat-
i ngs of the f acilit ies. 
2 . The gym, showers ~nd swimming pool received the highest r at ings. 
3. Nearly one-third of the boys offered no opinion on the handicraft 
shop because they had never used it. 
Pe:rhaps the more significant data is contained in the various comments 
made by the boys as they rated the various facilities. These comments were 
written dovm in brief and are listed in Table 26 in order of frequency of 
mention. 
ioston UnfversTfYr\ 
School of Education 
~ Libralli'.j / . ~~~ro . - ·•·• . • .. :0.-;HlL..t-.Oii.;~ 
Table 26. Connnents .of Dropouts Concerning Facilities and Equipment 
Conunents 
(1) 
Lockers were in poor condition •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Coat room inefficient and disorderly •••••• • ••••••••• 
Not enough locJr..ers in the locker room ••••••••••••••• 
Boys' game room too crmvded ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Table tennis equipment in poor condition • ••••••••••• 
Handicraft shop disorderlY•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Handicraft shop too smaJ~••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Locker room floor poor•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Boys 1 toilet not clean •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pool tables in poor condition •• •••••••• •• ••••••••••• 
Handicraft shop VP rk benches poor ••••••••••••••••••• 
Not enough Hc:tndicraft supplies •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not enough pool tables •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not enough tools in Handicraft shop ••••••••••••••••• 
Gynm.asi Ull1 too SI11B.ll • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Shower room constantly littered vdth soap •••• : •••••• 
Shower faucets did not work properly, scalded boys •• 
Boys' toilet too small •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Stairvray to gymnasium dirty ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Locker room located too far from showers •••••••••••• 
Shavver room too small ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
&vinmdng pool not deep enough for diving •••••••••••• 
Too much chlorjne in swimming pool •••••••••••••••••• 
Not enough storage space in Handicraft shop ••••••••• 
Lighting in locker room poor •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not enough benches in locker room ••••••••••••••••••• 
Locker room dirtY••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Running track full of splinters ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Shower room floor in poor condition ••••••••••••••••• 
&T.Umning pool had no protection from athlete's foot. 
&~rring pool too small ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Frequency of 
Mention 
2 
4l 
21 
g 
7 
7 
7 
7 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Cement deck around sw-imming pool cracked ••••••••••• J. 
Water in sv~ng pool too cold ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Swimming pool should be e quipped with ladders ••••••• 
--~-·-----· - . . . - -----
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These criticisms indicate an awareness on the part of the boys of the 
deficiencies in the facilii~ies and equipment of the Cambridge Y.lvi.C.A. While 
the frequency of mention may be lovr for some of the criticisms, the contents 
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of the critic isms themselves are worth noting . 
The l ocker room, with fifty-nine comments, was the most frequently cri-
ticized of the facilities, and justifiably so, for it is inadequate for the 
number of boys using it. It is poorly lighted, has a floor tJ.1at is not 
suitable , and looks poor. Although recently painted, it is still unattrac-
tive and inadequate. 
The coat room was next in order of criticism, with twenty-one adverse 
comments. <There was no doubt about its inefficiency and disorder on days 
of heavy a·ttendance. Here is a point where the boys noticed what the adults 
overlooked, since the inconvenim1ce and disorder had personal mea~ing to 
the boys. Recent e:x:p3riments led to the use of coat racks placed around the 
lobby, i.~stead of bei.LJ.g grouped in the ante-room. Petty thievery has been 
just about eli.TJLi..~ated, and there is no longer a bottleneck around the coat 
room door at closn<g time. Disorder has lessened greatly because the new 
arra11.gement does not concentrate all the coats and hats in one place. 
other comments pertaining to dirt and disorder in various places are 
somewhat justifiable and reflect the need for more efficient maintena.Tlce and 
cleru1ing work to be done, in what is essentially an old building. 
The writer appreciated the difficulties involved in keeping an old 
building clean on a modest budget, but certainly it is worth every effort to 
trJ to improve the situations noted in the connnents. 
Five other cow.ments are no longer valid, since the table-tennis equip-
ment has been completely replaced, the pool tables repaired a11d re-covered, 
shower faucets repaired, runn:L~g track re-surfaced, and shov'rer room floor 
re-surfaced. 
other comments have been or will be passed on to the approprlate persons 
or connnittees responsible for various facilities. On the whole, the com-
ments were better than the rating scales as indicators of vrhat the boys 
thought about the equipment ~~d facilities of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A., and as 
such they are worthy of attention. 
Qpin:i:on. of Memb~rship Fee. 
The boy s 11rere aslred to rate the membership fee as 11 High11 , "About right", 
or 11 Low11 • The result of this query is shown in Table 27. 
Table 27. Rating of Y.M.C.A. Membership 
Fee by 100 Dropouts 
Rating of Member-
ship Fee 
(1) 
High ••••••••••••••••••• 
About Right •••••••••••• 
Lmv •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tot,al • ••••••••••.• 
Number 
6 
85 
9 
100 
These opinions indicate tha~ the boys themselves do not feel that the 
membership fee of six dollars a year is excessive. Nearly every one of the 
si..""C who rated it as "High" were confused by the partial pa;y1nent plan w·hi ch 
aJJ.ovred boys to pay membership over a four-month period; they thought the 
monthly payments were one dollar and fifty cents each month all year long, 
whi ch would certa.:L'I'lly be considered high by most boys of their age. 
Suggested Program Activi~~e~ 
Each boy was asked to suggest activities which he would like to see 
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offered in the program of the Cambridge Y. !-J.C.A. The twenty-eight activi-
ties suggested by the boys are listed in order of frequency of mention i n 
Table 28. 
Table 28. Program Activiti es Suggested by Dropouts 
-- -- -
. ~ 
= ., ~·-
Activitie 
Suggested 
(1) 
s 
~~ 
......... Baseball. 
Bowling •• 
Baslcetball 
Football • 
Archery •• 
Roll er Slca 
Hockery •• 
Wrestling 
Hikes and 
Weight lif 
Judo i.Tlstr~ 
Fishing ••• 
Clubs ••••• 
. . . . . . . . . 
Leagues 
. . . . . . . . . 
......... 
ting •••• 
......... 
......... 
Trips ••• 
ting •••• 
•lction •• 
• • • • • • • • 
........ 
Cl ay pottery work. 
Fencing ••••••••••• 
I 
~ Frequency of 
' 
' 
i 
I 
Mention 
(2} 
11 
10 
9 
6 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
I 
I 
' 
: 
I 
• 
I 
Activities Frequency of 
Suggested Mention 
·-
{1) 
- - ~ & -
(2) 
Ski instruction ••• 1 
Science club •••••• 1 
Horsebaclc riding •• 1 
Photography c~ub •• 1 
TI.y tying class ••• 1 
Trapeze work •••••• 1 
Dancing class ••••• 1 
Boating ••••••••••• 1 
Bicycle hikes ••••• 1 
Track meets ••••••• 1 
Steam baths ••••••• 1 
Body Building ••••• 1 
Assemblies on Good 
Behavior •••••••• I 1 
Most of the boys had no sug gestions to make regarding additional program 
activities. Of the suggestions made, none was mentioned more thaD eleven 
ti.mes. Numerically , the suggestions are not significant, but the list sh~rs 
that certainly the minds of some of these boys were not confjned to the lim-
its of the Y.M.C.A. building; which is as it should be. Perhaps many of 
the activities mentioned could be included on a check list where members 
could help plan club activities, ST,Bcial event programs, or instruction 
classes. Most of these activities could be offered to small groups at 
some time dur:L."1.g the year if enough interest were shovm to warrant it. 
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Basketball leagues are now feasible with the new gymnasium completed. 
• Attitu~e Tov.-ard Re j o_2.J.!.h11.g the Y.M.C.A. 
Each boy was asl'"..ed if he would join the Y. M.C.A. again; not whe·ther he 
was going to join agai n , but whether his attitude was favorable or unfavor-
able tovrard joining again. NLn.ety-two said they would joL11. again; ei,:rht 
said they vmuld ~ join again. 
This expression of opinion about rejoining the Y. M.C.A. indicates that 
there is s till an attitude of friendly acceptance on the part of the drop-
out s toward the Y.M.C.A. Very fmv expressed any sort of negative feelings 
toward re j oining the Y.M.C.A. This is an important, factor, for it means 
that the dropouts were still good membership prospects and were not remem-
bering the Y.M.C.A. with bitter feelings or complete dissatisfaction ·with 
the organizati on. 
The fact that some dropouts intervimved in this study renewed their 
memberships later is interesting. By actual cou..r1t_, thirty-one of these 
boy s have renevred their Y.M.C.A. memberships, since these interviews took 
place tlvo years ago. To what extent they were influenced by the personal 
visit of the writer doing these interviews is not known, but the writer 
feels that the home visits helped some of these boys to make up their minds 
to re j oin the Y.M.C.A., although that was not a particular obj ective of the 
interv.i.ew. The only real way to ascertain the effect of personal follavv-up 
of dropouts would be to set up a control group and an experimen tal group 
for that purpose. 
s~ 
The precedLDg data suggest the followin~ conclusions: 
1. Friends and facilities are the two major factors in influencing 
boys to join the Cambridge Y.M. C.A. 
2. Boys tend to join the Cambridge Y. M.C.A. 1.dth their friends and 
drop out if their friends drop out • 
.3. Mcs t of the dropouts had participated :il1. all the major activities 
offered in the program of the Ca.TrJbridge Y.M.C.A. 
4. The chief recrea:t:.ional activities of the dropouts wel"e mvimming, 
baseball, watching television, attendLDg movies regularly, bicycling, 
basketbaJ..l. Nearly half of the boys attended dances, although less than 
one- third were over fou1~een year s old . 
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5. Just over haJ.. f of the dropouts wanted further training in basket-
ball ; nearly half want ed basebaJ..l training, and one-third wanted more train-
ing in svrumning . 
6. 11-vo-thirds of the dropouts were members of other organizations. 
One-third of t he dropouts were members of Boy Scout Troops. 
7. Part-time jobs and amount of school homework are not major f actors 
with dropouts i n this age group. 
8. Most boys were sat isfied with time a llowance for gym and swirraning 
activities at the Y.M.C.A. 
9. Ei ght y-seven of the dropouts could sw:iln. Fifty-nine learned to 
swim at the Y.M.C.A. 
10. Thirty-five per cent of t he dropouts expressed preference for wearing 
trunks while mvimrning at the Y.M. C.A. No correlation was found between re-
ligious affiliation and pr eference for wear:il1.g swimming trunks. 
11. Distance from home to the Y. M.C.A. was not a major factor in 
Y. M.C.A. dropouts. 
12. Dropouts were not severely cr itical of either leadership or pro-
gram of the Y. M.C.A. 
13. Nearly one-fif'th of the dropou:t,s felt t hat they should have been 
allowed to use the weight-training equipment. . 
14. The dropouts gave favorable ratings of the facilities and equip-
ment , with the exception of the boys' locker room and the boys' coat room. 
Critical comments were better indicators of real opLDion than the rat~~ 
scales. 
15. Eighty-five per cent of the dropouts thought the membership fee 
was 11 about right 11 • 
16. Suggestions for additional program activities were varied, although 
none were mentioned enough to be numerically significant. 
1'7 . Ninety-two per cent of the dropouts had a favorable attitude toward 
rejoining t he Y.M. C.A. Thirty-one of the dropouts had rejoined the Y. M. C.A. 
within a t wo-year period af'ter the intervimvs . 
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CHAPTER V 
REASONS GIVEN BY BOYS FOR DROPPING MEMBERSHIP AT 
TBE CAMBRIDGE Y.M.C.A. 
The entire interview led up to the final question. It was hoped that 
during the course of an&rering pre1~ous questions , eac boy would have suf-
ficient reason t o r eview his own experiences as a 1Y1 member, and would be 
better prepared to answer this question than if it were asked bhmtly. 
The question was asked of each boy: 11VJhat was your reason for discon-
t:inuing yotu· 1 Y1 membership'?" 
The answers were taken drnm verbatim by the writer, along with any com-
ments made by parents ·who felt a desire to express their ovm opinions. 
The reasons number over one htmdred, J:2eoause some boys felt there were 
a multiplicity of reasons for the~ir dropping of Y .M.C .A. membership. 
Each reason was typed on a card. These cards were then sorted into 
categories based on common elements contained in the reasons. Thirt;een cat-
egories emerged, including an unclassifiable group which seemed to have no 
connnon elements present. This breakdown resulted in the pattern shown in 
Table 29. 
Table 29. Reasons for Dropping Y.}E.C.A. Membership 
Reasons 
---+-· ..>,;,;,.~2 __) :_f 13 2: 
Fr iendship factors................ 38 1 26.8 
(concluded on next page ) 
Table 29. (concluded) 
Reasons 
I -
l 
Frequency Per Cent 
Dissatisfaction with p~ogram....... 16 11.3 
Distance factors................... 16 11.3 
other interests.................... 14 9.8 
Financial reasons.................. 11 7.8 
Unclassi :~ed reasons............... 11 7.8 
Desire to get outdoors more........ 9 6.3 
Unpleasant relationships........... 7 4.9 
Health concerns.................... 6 4.2 
Part-time j obs ••••••••••••••••.•••• • 5 3.5 
Attending S:t=Bcial classes.......... , 4 2.8 
SchooJ. home-work factors ........... 3 2.1 
Fear ofwater...................... 2 1.4 
1---t--~ 
_ ___ T:~-· _· ._._· _· ._ ._ •• ~ ••••• _· _· _· ._._·_·_· _j_ __ 1_L:2-___ _ ..___1_o_o. o 
Friendship Factors 
The most frequently mentioned reason for dropping membership ·was , 
"I stopped g oing to the 1Y1 because my friends stopped going". 
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This may seem to be a very superficial ansvrer, and it must be admitted 
that in one sense it is no answer at all, because it does not tell why the 
friends stopped g oing. HO"Vmver, it does illustrate the tremendous import-
ance of group loyalties. Earlier in this paper it was sho'V'ffi that the great-
er majority of boys joined the 1Y1 with fri.ends; nearly half of them joined 
because their friends asked them to join . '\fuat shmJ~d be more logical than 
that a third of this g roup of dropouts should state that their reasons for 
leavlng the Y.M.C.A. were that their friends left? 
The significance of friendship factors, both in joining and leaving the 
Y.M.C.A. seems to have been borne out in this study. It is also probably 
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the key to keeping members active, at l east in a great many cases. A logical 
step would be to capitalize on the friendship factor by organizing friend-
ship groups into club units, or teams, wherever possible. This certainly is 
not a new idea, but it is aYl affim.ation that the idea has merit; on the 
basis of the evidence, it should be at least attempted. 
Dissatisfaction with Program 
Further analysis of this breal(down j_nc1icates that some negative fac-
tors were at work within the Y.Ivr.C.A. Sixteen boys said they stop e el going 
because of some fault they found ·with the program. Among their complaints 
were t hese : not enough time allowed for gym or swim; not enough variety of 
activity ; failure to get swirruning instruction; no chance for free use of 
boxing rine and weights. 
Some time limitations are unavoidable because of limited space and 
heavy demand for use. However, these limitations were not objectionable to 
the greater majority of the boys interviewed, as shovm in the previous chap-
ter. It would seem that some complaints concerning the variety of activity 
might be eliminated if boys had opporttmity to choose between several dif-
ferent activ]:i:,ies, as often as possible, or if boys participated in planning 
some phases of the program. An active "Boys' Council" might be of assistan-
ce in pla.n..n.i.ng a varied program. 
The case of the boy who stopped going to the Y.M.C.A. because he 
failed to get swimming instruction was exceptional; he must have attended 
only recreational swimming periods and missed the instructional classes. 
Unpleasan~ ~latio~shiES 
other negative factors include the statements of seven boys who lef't 
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because of unpleasant relationships. This category includes complaints of 
petty theft, threats by a "tough gang", and one complaint concerning a 
"locker room boy who used to bat the kids around11 • Such negative forces at 
work within the Y.M.C.A. are to be expected occasionally, even under the 
best of supervision. The important thing is to see that such conditions are 
kept to a minimum and to be constantly on the alert to detect them. 
One complaint of an abusive locker room attendant is too many, which 
points up the care needed in the selection of such personnel. As minor a 
job as this may seem, it is none-the-less an j.mportant one, for near l y every 
member comes in contact with the person working in this capacity . Several 
changes in this position have been made in an effort to imppove the situa-
tion. 
Distance Factors 
Distance from home to tbe Y.M.C.A. was listed by sixteen boys as a 
reason for dropping Y.M.C .A. membership. In most instances, these were 
justifiable reasons, especially when a change of buses was involved. :Many 
of these boys could come to a Saturday program and probably bring others 
with them. Such a scheme is now under way with the operation of extension 
clubs, to reach boys of this age group living in the more distant sections 
of the city . 
other Interests 
"other interests" were given by fourteen boys as their reason for 
dropping membership. These included membership in other organizations such 
as Boy Scouts, the Cambridge Community Center, school athletic teams, etc. 
In most instances, proximity to other facilities was evldent, and the 
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interest factor was strong. 
Financial Reasons 
- --
That eleven boys should give financial factors as reasons for with-
drawal is also of interest. Seven cases mentioning this factor were in ob-
vious need of financial help. The difficulty of recognizing which boys 
need scholarship membership at the time of enrollment is complicated by a 
lack of willingness to admit an ability to pay the membership fee. Even on 
a neighborhood basis, it is not always possible to pick out cases needing 
financial assistance. Hmrmver, a greater alertness to membership application 
information might have spotted the need of three of these boys for scholar-
ship aid. Some sort of systematic notation of ca.s.es of boys with v.ridmrred 
mothers who have other dependent children, would be of assistance in spotting 
cases of financial need. Information of this sort was not always noted on 
membership applications, or when noted, no follow-up had been made. Cam-
bridge has so!l1...e families for whom the 1 Y1 membership fee is a barrier, and 
constant alertness is needed to see that they are not denied the privileges 
of Y.M.C.A. membership because of their economic circumstances. 
Desire to Get Out-of-Doors More 
- ----
A desire to be out-of-doors more often was given by nine boys as their 
reason for dropping Y.M.C.A. membership. This is a perfectly understandable 
reason, for in good weather it is natural to want to enjoy the advantages of 
play out-of-doors. Unifilfirtunately, the Y.M.C .A. is not located in an area 
which is near a field. The nearest field is more than a quarter of a miJ.e 
distant, and is not convenient for regular use by the Y.M.C.A. It is pos-
sible to make occasional use of fields and playgrounds, however, as the new 
tyt extension clubs are naw doing, and greater expansion of this progr8Jll 
wottld provide more out-of-door activity for same boys. If more small grottps 
of boys were organized as club units within the membership, it would be pos-
sible to p rovide more out-of-door activities, and this possibility should 
not be overlooked in any future planning. 
Health Concerns 
Of the six boys who dropped membership because of health concerns, ~vo 
were subject to frequent colds. One boy claimed to have contracted athlete's 
foot at the Y.M. C.A.; one had a bad dry skin condition which embarrassed 
him; one had a weak heart condition; and one unfortunate boy had t~~ce broken 
his ann at the Y. M:.c.A. These are legitimate reasons for dropping membership, 
and for the individuals conce!'P.ed they are important reasons; but there is 
little that the Y.M.C.A. could have done to keep these boys in membership. 
Part Time Jobs 
Five boys took part time jobs which interfered -v ith their attendance 
at the Y. M.C.A., so they dropped their 1 Y1 memberships. Two bad paper 
routes, one was a paid baby sitter, one did odd jobs at a gasoline station, 
one helped in a store. These are probably typical of the part time jobs 
available to boys in this age group. To the degree that part time work does 
not rob boys of this a ge of the opportunit y for recreation and socialization 
with their peers, it should be encouraged. The small percentage of boys i n 
this study dropping Y. M.C.A. membership in order to take part time jobs does 
not justify arry great concern over part time work as a competitor of the 
Y .:M. C.A. program. 
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Attending Special Classes 
Four boys gave up Y.M.C.A. membership because they had to attend spec-
ial classes . Three of these were Jevdsh boys who had to attend Hebrevr 
school in preparation for confirmation. The fourth boy was also preparing 
several afternoons weekly for confirmation in his church. These are import-
ant reasons for dropping Y.M.C.A. membership, at least temporarj~y. In the 
case of the Jewish boys , a two-year period of daily af'temoon classes is re-
quired outside of their regular public school classes. The other boy had a 
relatively s hort period of required study and apparently was really not vi t-
! 
ally interested in the Y.M.C.A. program. The Y.M.C.A. certainly does not 
expect boys attending such special classes to be able to keep up their mem-
berships, for their activity schedules are well filled. Losses in member-
ship to such classes should be e:x::;::acted from boys in this age group. 
School Homework 
Only three boys gave school homework as a reason for dropping Y.M.C.A. 
membership. One boy was required to do his homework in the afternoon before 
1 
he could leave his house, even on days when he expected to go to tre Y.M.C.A. 
Under such conditions, it is surprising that he ever joined the Y.M.C.A. in 
the first place. Another boy said his seventh grade teacher "loaded" him 
with homevmrk and he did not have time for the 'Y', and then got out of the 
habit of going. The third boy' s comment was a very terse , "Too much home-
work". Obviously, the school homevrork load was not a heavy one, if only 
three such colilJilents were made out of the one hundred interviews. 
Fear of Water 
Tvro boys had abnormal fear of t he water and could not be taught to swim. 
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Bee use of thei r fear, they f elt that the re was no point in cor timrlng their 
'Y' :nemberships . Knowing the quality of swimming instruction and the high 
percentage of success it has had, the writer feels t hat sincere effort was 
made to help these boys to overcome extreme fear of the water. The failm"'e 
of these boys to overcome this fear is no reflection on the quality or 
leadership of the swimmi ng classes. 
Unclassified Reas~~ 
Ten reasons remained unclassi fiable vvith any group, after sorting and 
re-sorting the 11 reasons cards11 • The simplest s.tatement was 11 No particular 
reasons - just stopped". The i..11ference here is one of apathy tow·ards the 
Y.M.C.A. program. The most unusual reason was , 11My father told me to stop 
going to the 1Y1 because a man doing a study kept calling on us, and it an-
noyed my father. So he said if I stopped go:ing, maybe the man would stop 
coming a r onnd 11 • This situation stermned from a series of interviews done by 
a graduate student who was worldng as a vohmteer at the Y. J.vi .C.A. The stu-
dent had permission from the Y.M. C.A. to do the study and had been ver-:1 ·well 
received by other parents. It seems odd that this boy's father never voiced 
his compla:int directly to any member of the Y. M.C.A. staff, but chose a more 
subtle method of protest. All studies done on members of the Cambridge 
Y.M.C.A. must have approval by the Board. of Directors, and have the consent 
of the boys' parents. Evidently parental consent was too persistently 
sought in this case. 
Another boy stated that he went away for the summer and never got back 
in the habit of going to the Y.M.C.A. after school started. This type of 
reasoning is common and points up the importance of the enrolLment drive :in 
the fall season, to re-establish the habit patterns interrupted by summer 
vacations and new school situations. 
Summary 
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The preceding collection of statements furnishes the follovring inform-
ation: 
1. The dropout of friends is the single, most important reason given 
by boys in the i:7trel ve to fourteen year old age group for dropping membership 
at the Cambridge Y.M.C .A. , accounting for nearly 27 per cent of the reasons 
given. 
2 . Dissatisfaction with the program accounted for slightly more than 
11 per cent of the reasons given for dropout. This category included com-
plaints of time limitations, lack of program variety , and the lack of oppor-
tu.."lity for use of boxing and weight training equipment. 
3. Just over 11 per cent of the reasons given concerned distance from 
home to the Y.M.C.A. The spot map shmved that 8 per cent of t,he bo:Jrs lived 
more than a mile and three-quarters from the Y.M.C.A. Distance may be a 
justifiable reason for a small percentage of dropouts, but it is not a 1najor 
factor. Extension club programs might be more effective with boys who fall 
into this category. 
4. other interests accounted for nearly 10 per cent of the reasons for 
dropout. These reasons centered around membership in other organizations, 
school teams, and a fevr specialized interests. No evidence appeared to 
support any theory of intense competition from any other single source. 
5. Fina.11cial difficulty was mentioned in a~m.ost 8 per cent of the · 
reasons for dropout. 
6. About 6 per cent of the reasons for dropout conce1~ed a desire to 
get out-of-doors more often. 
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7. Unpleasant relationships accounted for nearly 5 per cent of the 
reasons given for dropout. These reasons conce1~~ed fighting and petty theft 
among boys themselves. One comment -vtas made concern:L11.g &"1. abusive locker 
room boy. 
8. Health concerns constituted just over 4 per cent of the reasons for 
dropout. 
9. Part time jobs accounted for 3"~ per cent of the reasons for dropout. 
10. Attendance at special classes outside of regular school classes ac-
counted for almost 3 per cent of the dropouts. These classes were aJ.J. con-
cerned vvith religious instruction j~ preparation for confirmation. 
11. School homew-ork load accounted for 2 per cent of the reasons given 
for dropout. 
12. Fear of the water in relation to svvinmting accounted for slightly 
more than one per cent of the reasons given for dropout. 
13. Unclassified reasons made up aL~ost 8 per cent of the reasons given 
for dropout. 
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CILL\.PI':ER VI 
SID.aMA.RY .AliJD CONCLUSIONS 
Puroose and Procedure 
e ·----------
The purpose of this study was to find out what reasons twelve-year old 
boy s have for disconti_rming membership at the Cambridge Y. M.C.A.; and to 
ase'ertain their opinions regarding certain aspects of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
One hundred boys were selected at random from a list of boys who were 
eleven and one-half to thirteen years old at the time of membership termina-
tion . Boys on the list had been inactive in the membership of the Cambridge 
Y.M.C.A. for periods ranging from six months to two and one-half years. 
A standard interview form was constructed and each boy was interviev ed 
in his home by the writer. The answers to questions used in the interview· 
were tabulated according to frequency of similar response. Final tabulation 
included a sorting of the reasons for discontinuing Y.M.C.A. membership into 
thirteen categories. The appendix lists these reasons as they were stated 
by the boys inter\~ewed. 
Personal I r:.fonnation Concerning Dropouts 
l. Sevent,y-seven per cent of the dropouts lived within three-quarters 
of a mile of the Y. M.C.A. 
2. Eighty per cent of the boys were between twelve and fourteen and 
one-half years old at the time they were interviewed. 
3. Sixty-eight per cent of the boys inte~liewed at tended schools 
located approximately one-half mile or less from the Y.M.C.A. building. 
4. N:inety-four per cent of the boys interviewed were :in grades six 
through ni.TJ.e at the ti_rne of interview. 
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5. Eighty-four per cent of the boys lived at home with both parents; 
seven per cent lived vrith widowed mothers; n:ine per cent had divorced or 
separated parents. 
6. Fathers of the boys had occupations in widely vary:ing fields. 
7. Thirty-three per cent had mothers hold5ng full-time jobs. 
8. Nine boys were from only-child families, aTJ.d fifty-eight per cent 
of the boys came from families of three children or less. · The average fam-
ily had 3.2 childxen. 
9. Thirty-one boys had no brothers; ·thirty-four had one brother; 
thirty-five had from ti'l"o to six brothers. 
10. Forty-five per cent of the boys had one or more younger brothers . 
11. Fifty per cent of the dropouts were members of the Y.M.C.A. for 
three months or less. 
12. Religious affiliation of the dropouts was approximately the same 
as it was i.TJ. the active membership of the Cambridge Y . M. C.A. 
Qp_inions and Activities of J?r~uts 
1. Friends and facilities are the tvm major factors ·which boys say 
:influence them to join the Ca.Tfibridge Y.M.C.A. 
2. Boys tend to join the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. with their friends, and 
drop out if their friends drop out. 
3. Most of the d ropouts had participated in all the major activities 
offered :in the program of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
4. The chief recreational activities of the dropouts were swinnning , 
baseba.JJ., ·watching television, attending movies regularly, bicycl:LTJ.g and 
basketball. Nearly half of the group attended dances, although less than 
one-third were over fourteen years old. 
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5. Just over half of the dropouts wanted further training in basket-
ball, nearly half wanted baseball training; and one-third wanted more 
training in swi.mm.ing . 
6. ~vo-thirds of the dropouts were members of ot her organizations. 
One-third of the dropouts were members of Boy Scout Troops. 
7. Part-time jobs and amonnt of school homework are not major factors 
influencing boys in this age group to drop out of Y.M.C.A. membership. 
8. Most boys were satisfied with the time allowance for gym and 
sr.rim:ming activities at the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
9. Eighty-seven per cent of the dropouts could swim. Fifty-nine per 
cent of the dropouts l earned to sw:im at the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. 
10. Thirty-five per cent of the dropouts expressed preference for wear-
LTJ.g trunks while swimming at the Y.M.C.A. No correlation was found between 
religious affiliation and preference for wearLTJ.g swimming trnnks. 
11. Distance from home was not considered by boys to be a major reason 
for dropping Y.M.C.A. membership. 
2 . Dropouts were not severel y critical of either leadership or pro-
gram of the Y.M. C.A. 
13. Nearly one-fifth of the dropout.s felt that they should have been 
allowed to use the weight training equipment. 
1/+• The dropouts gave favorable rat:LTJ.es of the facilities aTJ.d e quipment , 
1vith the exception of the boys' locker room and the boys' coat room. Criti-
cal con~ents were better indicators of real opinion than the rating scales. 
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15. Eighty-five per cent of the dropouts thou ht the Y. M.C.A. member-
ship fee '\'laS 11 about right 11 • 
16. Suggestions for additional program were varied, although none were 
mentioned enough to be numerically significant. 
16. Ninety-two per cent of the dropouts had a favorable attitude tmvard 
rejo:Ll'ling the Y. In: .C.A. Thirty-one of the dropouts had rejoined within t w·o 
years after the intervimvs . 
Reasons fo:r:....QJ:.opo~ 
1. The dropout of friends accounted for 26.8 per cent of the reasons 
given for discontinuing Y. M.C.A. membership . 
2 . Dissatisfaction vdth the progrmn accOlLTlted for 11.3 per cent of 
the reasons g iven for dropout . This catego1~ included complali!ts of time 
limitation, lack of program variety, and the lack of opportl.Ll'lity for use of 
boxing a.Tld weight train:i.ng equipment. 
3 . Eleven and three-tenths per cent of the reasons for dropout con-
cerned distance from home to the Y. M.C.A. The s pot map showed that eight 
per cent of the group l ived more than a mile and three-quarters from the 
Y .M. C.A. Distance may be the reason for a small percentage of dropouts, 
but it is not a major factor. 
4. Other interests accounted for 9.8 per cent of the r easons for drop-
out. These reasons centered around membership in other organizations, school 
teams, and a fffil'r specialized interests . No evidence appeared to support any 
theory of intense com1~tition from any other single source. 
5. Financial difficulty was mentioned in 7.8 per cent of the reasons 
for dropout. 
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6. Six and three- tenths p:Jr cent of t..l1e reasons for dropout concerned 
a desire to get out-of-doors more often. 
7. Unpleasa..11t relationships accounted for 4.9 per cent of the reasons 
given for dropout. These reasons concerned fighting and petty t heft among 
boys themselves. One connnent was made concerning an abusive locker-r oom b oy . 
8 . Health concerns constituted 4.2 per cent of the reasons for dropout. 
9. Part-tj~e jobs accounted for 3! per cent of the reasons for dronout. 
10 . Attendance at religious instructions classes in preparation for 
confirmation accounted for 2.8 per cent of the reasons for dropout. 
11. School homeTrork loads accounted for 2 .1 per cent of the reasons 
for dropout. 
1 2 . Fear of the water in relation to mvimnL-Ln~ accounted for 1 . 1, pe 
cent of the reaso:r-s given for dropout . 
13 . Unclassified reasons made up 7.8 per cent of the reasons given for 
dropout. 
Conclusions 2.Ild Inrolications 
The most disturbing fact established during th is study was that fifty 
per cent of the dropouts were members of the Cambridge Y.M. C.A. for periods 
of three months or less. A pattern of short term membership is clearly 
evi dent from the table concerning length of membership. 
The usual pattern of action at thi s point would be to put the bla.me for 
- the fact upon the p rogram content, and proceed t o suggest nevi activities, 
nffiv prograJUs, or drastic revisions in the existing program. To use this 
approach, however, is to i gnore all other pertinent data which have come to 
light . 
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.Among the other pertinent data, in this case, is t he importance at-
tached to friendship factors by the boys inter1riewed in this study, bot h in 
joinj...ng and in leavine the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. y 
;· . . . 
Heeney S. Dimock , in writing on tl1is topic, had this to say: 
11 I n considering the factors responsible for frequency and 
lenet,h of part.ici pation in the activities of organi zed groups, 
it is customary to a:ttach conspicuous importance to the program. 
Poor attendance at activities is likely to be ascribed to a...n. tm-
attl~ctive program, or to incompet ent leadership. Conse entlr 
efforts t o enhance participation _, or to reduce turnover, are 
fo cused on program and leadership. Thi s diagnosis of the deter-
mining factors in group participation and stability of membership 
may not get at the reaJ~y basic elements. It may be that the 
natl.:rre of the group itself, as well as the individual 1 s attitude 
toward the other members and his status in the group, are of much 
greater import ance in determining the part i cipation and persis-
tence of members than these other factors •11 
2/ 
Further, Dimock concludes:-
11 The :participati on of the adolescent in organized groups , 
i n church , Y.H.C.A. _, Scout pro gram, settlemen-t , or other agency, 
is doubled in fre quency and duration i f the group is composed 
of his closes t associates and friends . 11 
In the light of these words, it would s eem obvious th..a.t one of the rec-
ommendations for strengt hening the nEmbership of t welve to fourteen year old 
boy s in the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. shotlld be the organization of as many friend-
ship group clubs and teams as possible in this age group . 
This recommendation shotllcl not be interpreted as implyi ng t hat every 
boy in t his age group should be connected with a club group, but rather that 
- ·where friendship groups exist , they sho11ld be organized as clubs or teams 
as often as possible. 
!/HecUey S. Dimock, Rediscove~in_g th~ Ad9J:~<?.£_nt; Copyright by the 
International Cormnittee of Young Men's Christian Associations, 1937. 
Association Pr ess, New York, pp . 195, 196. 
g/Ibid . , p . 201 
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Some of the techniques of Sociometry might well be used to uncover po-
tential new club groups . For example, during the fall membership campaign 
it might b~ s uggested that small groups of boys work togetbe r as teams in 
recruiting nevr members. If the idea were a ccepted, each boy would be asked 
to write the names of four b oys vdth vrhom he wou~d lilce most to work. With 
this lJl..aterial, it wo"Llld be possible not only to form the teams, but also to 
construct a sociogram. The sociogram, which portrays relative sociaJ. dis-
tances with:in a g roup_, can be used to identi f y leaders, isolates, and groups 
vri. thin a grou • 
1/ 
Barbara Vlrif",ht - has described a simple method of constructing a socio- 11 y 3/ 
gram; while such authorities as Moreno and Jennings are more detailed on ' 
the subj ect. At any rate, sociometric techniques can be used to advantage 
in organizing nevr group s witbin the membership. 
The organization of club groups would necessitate the recruiting, train-
ing and s upervision of adequate leadership for each club. Therefore, a sec-
ond recomendation is that a p rogram of leadership recruiting and training 
for t his ·work be initiated immediately, with details worked out by the ap-
propriate cor;nnittees and staff of the Y. lJI.C . A. 
ijBarbara H. Wri ght, Practical Handbook for Grou Guidance, Science 
Research Assoc:ill.tes , Chicag(),"" 191:.8-, pp .- "i5o, i5i. ·- -
g/Jacob L. Moreno, I:Vho Shall S_~}-ve?, Nervous and MentaJ. Disease 
Publis]1..ing Co., Wasl1.ington , 1934. 
2/Helen Hall Jennings, Leadership ~nd Isolation, Longmans, Green and 
Company, New York, 194-3. 
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A second notable fact established by this stud r was the relatively 
short reach of the Y. l!~ .C .A . into the community, in terms of distance. Sev-
enty-seven per cent of the dropouts lived within a three-quarter mile radius 
of the Y.1J.C.A. 11/hj~e distance was not a major factor contributing to the 
number of dropouts , it was a limiting factor in membership enrollment. The 
spot map indicated primai~ly the residences of the dropouts , but it gives 
also a clue to the areas from which the Y. M.C.A . membership comes , since the 
size of the sample wY as as great or greater than the nu.-inber of boys presently 
active in this age group in the Cambridge Y. M.C .A. 
This situation is one of wl1..ich the staff and committees of the CaTilbridge 
Y. M.C.A . have been avvare, and wl1i ch prompted the recent initiation of exten-
sion club programs for boys in tb; s age group who live beyond the three-
quarter mile radius . This study confirms in part their recognition of the 
need for extension work by the Y.M.C . A. , both as a means of reach:irl..g more 
boys and as a means of serving the commmlity on a broader basis. 
Another important recommendation concerns follow-up procedure for non-
attending members . If it is true that many boys stop going to the Y. :M.C . A. 
because their friends stop goine , it is importa,nt to be aware of non-attend-
cmce at the time of its inception. This necessitates the keeping of som;; form 
of individual attendance record, which vmu.ld be checked periodically to pick 
out non-attending members. Club members would be better followed up by their 
mm club leaders, but non-club members should be follovred up by some member 
of the professional staff. Dissatisfaction with the program, unpleasant re-
lationships, and financial .difficulty might be uncovered sooner, and ap ropri-
ate action t aken to relieve these conditions before they resulted in member-
ship dropout. 
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Some changes in the program were suggested by the interests which were 
indicated by the dropouts. These suggestions are not a cure-all for member-
ship prob+ems, but they do represent the expressed interests of the boys 
inter·v'i.ewed. 
It would seem that there would be definite interest in a basketball 
league, which is now possible with the increased g;y1n time and space provided 
by the new gymnasium-just completed. There seemed to be sufficient interest 
in further training in sw-lmming to l"rarrant increased emphasis oil advanced 
swiJnming instruction. Some interest was registered f'or a program of body 
building, and use of weight training equipment. Definite evidence was given 
to warrant the inclusion of a dance program for this age group . If baseball 
could be included in the program, it would be popular. Most of all , perhaps , 
the program sholUd offer a variety of activit and considerable freedom of 
choice. 
The most severely criticized facility of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. was the 
Boys 1 Locker Room. This was not a...D unexpected reaction, in vim7 of the fact 
that the locker room had been earmarked for complete renovation cr replace-
ment , as soon as funds were available. Until such time, hovrever, efforts to 
keep it cl ean and more attractive would certainly improve the opinion which 
members ej~ressed in regard to its condition. The second most severely cri-
ticized facility, the boys' coat room, has been recently eliminated as such, 
a...Dd in its stead are several coat racks placed around the game room. Th~s 
new arrangement apparently has relieved the disorder and congestion caused 
by the use of the old coat room. 
An important asset was obvious in the attitude of the dropouts toward 
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rejoinin the Y. :lvi .C.A. The overwhelming ma jorit y indicated a favorable at-
titude toward rejoining . This statement is not to be interpreted as meaning 
that the majority intended to rejoin immediately, but rather that they were 
not averse to the idea of rejoin:l.ng the Y. M.C.A. 
Dropouts are good prospects for rembership, and as such they are usual-
ly kept on mailing lists for all promotional and publlci ty materials. Per-
sonal contact which indicates an interest in the individual is bound to have 
some positive results which cannot be gained through the media of f orm let-
ters and impersonal publicity. It would seem wise, therefore, to recommend 
that contact through friends of the dropouts, telephone calls, personal let-
ters, and personal visit s by leaders and staff rembers, be used as often as 
possible as follm~-up procedLU1 es. 
It would seem vvise also to reconnnend that boys in this age group have 
a greater share in planning activities and programs for themselves. Club 
groups generally plan their ovm activities, and the reconnnended formation of 
friendship group clubs would tend naturally to involve more boys in the 
planning of activities. 
On a broader scale , a representative council, made up of boys in this 
age group who represented va.rlous lnterests and friendship groups , could be 
helpful ln over-all program planning, membership prrmmtion, orientation of 
nevv members, and even follow-up of dropouts. In addition, its periodic 
meetings could proride a sounding board for program dissatisfactions and 
other important concerns which may affect the dropout rate. 
Finally, the writer must comment on the cooperation glven to him by the 
boys and t heir a rents who were visited during the course of this study. 
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Their friendly attitude toward the Cambridge Y. M.C.A. and the work i t is 
try-:in g to do is an asset which should not be under-estimated. Indeed , this 
spirit of cooperation, properly put to work, is the best mortar for bind:in 
together t he future work of the Cambridge Y.M.C.A. with Youth. 
Recommended for Furi;.her Study 
1. ·what effect does tre Y.lvi.C.A. experience of dro pouts have on 
younger brothers? 
2. What t ypes of organizations do boys tend to join after dropp:ing 
Y. IE.C.A. membership ? 
3. Yfuat are the real opinions of adolescent boys regarding the pol-
icy of nude swimming at the Y. M.C .A.? Why? 
4. Yfuat are the real opinions of parents regardill-€; the policy of nude 
sw:Lin.ming a t the Y.M.C.A.? 1Thy ? 
( 
5. What are the current methods of follow-u.p of dropouts from the ) 
membership of the Y. M.C.A.? 
APPENDICES 
" 'We' were given a week off for being downstairs too late one day 
and Yfe all stopped going--I guess we got too many weeks off for 
fooling around too much." 
"None of the kids from around my way went to the 'Y' and I 
didn't want to miss football games, etc. -rlth than." 
"Nobody to go with from ar01..t.11.d here." 
11 My friends stopped going for various reasons and I didn1 t 
feel like going alone." 
"No kids that I lmovr still go to the 1Y1 • 11 
"My friend across the street stopped going and I didn~t lmow 
anyone else who went." 
"Because no l:oys from aroU:nd here go to the 1Y1--they don't 
like swimming without trunks. 11 
"No reason in particular--my friends stopped going so I stopped." 
"Mostly all my friends stopped going--the weather got good 
enough for outdoor sports, and we stopped going to the· 'Y' • " 
11 The other kids in my gang stopped going and there vvas nobody 
to go with. 11 
11 None of my friends were interested in the 1 Y1 , so I started 
going down to the river to play ball with them more and more 
often, gradually stopped going to the 1 Y' • 11 
"The kids I hang around with didn1 t go to the 'Y', so I stopped 
going." 
"I didn 1t give the 1Y1 much of a chance because my friends 
weren't members and I would rather be with them." 
"Many of my friends didn't live around here and didn't go to 
the tyt ·" 
11 Didn1 t make new friends at the 1 Y1 and none of my friends 
around home went to the I Y' • n 
11 The kids around l::ere that I go wi:t.h stopped going--some of 
them got on school basketball and baseball teams and were 
going to practice. 11 
"It wasn1 t the 1 Y1 , it was the kids. 11 (His friends who '\V'ere 
not I Y1 members.) "They all tried to be wise guys and said 
the 1 Y' was for the fairies and sissies • 11 
11N o oths r boys from around here going to t be 1 Y' • 11 
11N o friends around home who are 1 Y1 members. 11 
11 Joined the Neighborhood House because I started going around 
with a different gang of boys." 
11 Tbe 1 ldds 1 stopped going in the sunnner and played ball instead." 
nsomeMmes I would rather be outdoors more with the gang." 
Dissatisfaction with Program 
11 The program in the aftemoons vfas too short-seemed like we 
were only there an hour or so and it was time to go home. 11 
11 I was bigger than the other boys in my age group and didn 1 t 
fit with them in the activities--! wanted to play basketball 
and our group never got to play basketball. 11 
11 I could.111 t get to use the weights and boxing ring because 
that seems to be for men's activities, mostly-they ought 
to have some of that for the boys." 
liToo much games in gym, not enough physical workouts." 
"I didn't have tlln.e for those baby gam3s like pick-up-sticks--
I thought they were a waste of time. 11 
"Just lost interest. 11 
"Program too short after school--not enough days when I could 
attend." 
11 0nly one hour a week swim is not enough for me--I got tired 
of the program, not enough variety. 11 
"Went to m'linnning classes and failed to get instruction. 11 
(Monday and Wednesday classes had no lessons offered though 
they were scheduled.) 
"Got tired of iA1.e program. 11 
11 Not enough variety of activity in g;ym. 11 
11 Not enough swimming or gym time •11 
":Membership expired in the summer--just didn1 t bother to renew 
it because no mr.Umming was offered when I wanted it in the 
summer." (Hours were too late in the day, or the 1Y1 was 
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closed for two weeks at the end of summer.) 
"My reason was because in the summ.er I usually went swimming at 
rrrs cottage and at the 1 Y1 I only went two days a week. 11 
"Not enough time for actiVities in the lobby--too fmv days that 
I could attend--too crowded in the summer months. 11 
11 Failed to learn to mv:Un. 11 
Dist~~ce Factors 
"I stopped going because the 1 Y' was a little too far away. 11 
11 Too far away from home, took too long to get there-got out 
of school at 3:00 and can't make gym on t:i..m.e.n 
"Distance was too far, took too long--20 minutes by subvray 
and walking. 11 
11 Long distance from home. 11 
"Too far from home--not many boys from around here go to the 
1 Y' --not enough swimming t:i..m.e to make the trip worth while. 11 
"Distance from the 1Y1 is too great--costs too much to go by 
bus.n (Before the 5¢ fare.) 
11 Sometimes couldn 1 t get the 30¢ carfare to go • 11 (Now dovm to 
10¢ carfare. ) 
11 Get out of school too late to get to gym on time--school out 
at 2:30; do errands around home; get streetcar, bus, to get 
to 1Y1 , takes another 25 .minutes." 
11 In the sunnner Gold Star Mothers' Pool is a lot closer to home." 
"It was winter and the long walk through the snow wasn't so good." 
11 I got out of school too late to get to the gym classes on time--
r was frequently kept after school and by the time I went home 
and then to the 1 Y1 it was too late for gym-- If I had hurried 
I could have made it." 
11 By the time I get out of school and get down to the 1Y1 it 
would be 4:00 and too late to get to gym and sw:i..m.--get out 
of school at 3 :00." 
"Used :Magazine Pool in the summer. 11 
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"Because of the distance, when I was kept after school it 
meant no g;ym or mv:i.m for me by the time I got there. 11 
11 It 1 s too far from here. 11 
11 I live closer to the Community Center--right across the street." 
Other Interests 
"I went out for sports in school, didn't have enough time for 
'Y' activities. 11 
11 Got involved in more school work-joined Scouts." 
"Joined the Neighborhood House because I started going around 
with a different gang of boys." (This statement also appears 
under Friendship Factors.) 
"Just laziness, I guess-got interested in other things at the 
Center--basketball team. 11 
"Stopped going because I was busy going to Scouts and the 
Community Genter •11 
11Went out for school basketball team and didn 1 t have time 
for the 1Y1 too." 
11 I live closer to the Community Center--right across the 
street. 11 (This statement also appears under Distance Factors.) 
"I stopped going during the winter because I don't like to 
svrim. in the 1vinter and I played basketball in school and 
for the C. Y. 0.-durine the summer I join for s-vri..Tilllling. 11 
11 No main reason for not going--my father bought a povrer boat 
and I used to go down and help him work on it after school." 
11 Just wanted to stay around home and play with my cousin." 
"In the summertime I played baseball all the time and in the 
winter I played basketball at St. Mary's gym." . 
"I didn't have enough time for the 1Y1--choir practice and 
homework kept me pretty busy. 11 
11 I mostly went because of swimrn:ing and school baseball practice 
came on one of my swimming days. 11 
"Started going out with girls, playing baseball, and getting 
= 
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outdoors more. 11 
Financial Factors 
11My father wasn't working at the time my membership expired--
he's blind. 11 
n I didn' t quit, I expired and had no money to pay up my dues. 11 
liMy membership expired and I didn't have any money to renew it. 11 
"My month was up, I couldn't pay any more. 11 (Misunderstood 
partial payment. system--had impression 'Y' membership was 
$1.50 a month.) 
11 Because I dicln' t have the last dollar and I didn't want to 
burden you with my troubles. 11 
11 I didn't have the money." 
11 I couldn 1 t get the money." 
"Didn't have the money." 
11 Didn' t have the money. 11 
11 I couldn't get the money--and the ldd I used to go with was 
smaller than me and was a pest to re. 11 
tti lost interest-kept losing membership card-after year was 
up couldn't afford to renew it." 
Unclassified Reasons 
"Prices on Hobby Shop were too high--on kits." 
11 I was much taller than other boys my age and I felt out of 
place with them. 11 
11 I got a month off for bad behavior and I didn1 t think I'd 
get back anyway. 11 
11Mother wouldn 1 t pay for me going because I didn't go often 
enough." 
"Family took a nine month trip to Portugal--plans for this 
interrupted 'Y' attendance." 
11Went mray for the sunnner and never got back in the habit 
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after school started. 11 
11My father told me to stop going to the 1 Y1 because a man 
doing a study kept calling on us and it . a.rmoyed my father, 
so he said if I stopped going maybe the man would stop coming 
around." 
11No particular reasons--just stopped." 
11 Blank11 (Parent's connnent--"He was responsible for the house 
and housework for the last year while his mother was in the 
hospital. He had to be home, get meals, do laundry and be 
responsible and he did a good job.") 
"In the winter the waiting in the cold for the bus takes the 
edge off of going to the 1 Y1 • 11 
11 Had to stay after school a lot and would get to the 'Y1 too 
late for gym." 
Desir e To Get Outdoors More 
"I lost interest in the program in the SUll1lller because I was 
playing ball outdoors more and I guess I never got. around 
to joining again because I was too busy." 
11 Just stopped going when the weather got good and we played 
outdoors more." 
11 It was almost su.nmer when my membership ran out and I was 
playing outdoors more, so I just didn't renew it." 
"When the weather got good I would rather play ball outdoors." 
11 I was dropped from the leaders' groups because I missed some 
days of duty and so I quit the 1Y1 • Then I started playing 
outdoors more--baseball, bicycle, etc ., and found out I 
could have more fun outside. 11 
"Not enough time now to go to the 1Y1 because of piano lessons, 
practice, and desire to be outdoors more." 
11 My membership expired in the spring and I was outside playing 
ball all t he time and I dicln 1 t want to go to the 1 Y1 then at 
all-all the boys from around here stopped going for the sa;ne 
reason ." 
11 Summer came along and we started playing outdoors more." 
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11 Som.et:i.lnes I would rather be outdoors more with the gang ." 
(This statement also appears under Friendship Factors.) 
Unuleasant RelationshiEs 
"There were some colored kids there who thought they were 
tough guys; they carried knives and if you poked one back 
the whole gang would jump you outside. 11 
11 I have to take care of the kids--and some kids picked on me. 11 
111Ul the kids quit, so I stopped going--and one boy, younger 
than n:e used to hit me and annoy IIie and I knew if I hit him 
back II d get two weeks off for fighting • 11 
"Somebody stole my basketball shorts in the locker room while 
I was getting dressed, so I stopped going to the 1 Y' for good." 
11 Some of the kids down there fool around too much and spoil 
things--some thieves in the gang that go there." 
"Locker room boy used to bat kids around too much--never hit 
me-but didn 1 t like the idea. 11 
"Too many kids fooling around and would hit you when the 
Jeaders weren't looking." 
Health Concerns 
"I broke my ann at the 1Y1 twice and the doctor advised me 
not to keep going because a third break mieht mean the 
loss of the use of that arm. 11 
"I don 1 t lmow. 11 (Had scarlet fever and heart trouble, had to 
be careful of activities--had a tendency to overdo things.) 
"My ears bothered me when I went svd.mming in the ·winter." 
11 I went to New Hampshire. Mother doesn 1 t want me to go in 
the winter because I catch cold too easy. 11 
n I don 1 t kn~'l--the ang stopped going, I guess." (Actually 
he has a dry skin condition which is embarrassing to him.) 
"Membership ran out, at start of summer--went away for sunnner 
months--never got going again. 11 (Parent 1 s co:mment--11\'llien 
he got athlete's foot from the 'Y' I was reall worried about 
letting him go to the 1Y1 , but it cleared up. Got it in 
mid-·winter, so I was sure he got it at the 'Y' • 11 ) 
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Part-time Jobs 
"Because I took a paper route and I didn 1 t have much time 
to go to the 1Y1 • 11 
11V~hen I started to baby-sit I needed the afternoons to do my 
homework--sometimes I was just too lazy to ·walk up. 11 
11 Part-time job to save money for trip, etc., took up too much 
of spare time • 11 
11 I had a job and couldn't go to the 1Y'--needed the money to 
pay for my trumpet." 
11 The paper route takes my afternoons--at night I go up to 
Rindge baslretball ga.ID9s." 
Attendine Special Classes 
"I was playing more sports outside and I have been going to 
Hebrew school preparing for confirmation since September. 
I'm going to join next week." 
11 Because I bad to take up Hebrew--two lessons a week at home 
plus stud.yi....ng. 11 
11Went to Hebrew school two days a week and I wanted to g.et some 
time to play outcb ors, so I stopped going to the I Y' • " 
11 I used to be a wise guy and I got two iVeeks off, so I stopped 
going. Then I started going to confirmation class on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday a.t 3:00, so I couldn't go to 
the 1Y' then." 
School Homework Factors 
11Because when I come home from school I do m.y homework and when 
I got through it was 4:30 and I didn1 t have time to go to the 
I Y' ·" 
"My seventh grade teacher loaded me with homework and I didn 1 t 
have time to g:> to the 1 Y1 -then I got out of the habit. 11 
"Too much homework." 
Fear of Water 
- -
"I lost interest in it-afraid to go swimming because didn't 
know depth of pool. 11 
"Lost interest because I didn 1 t learn to swim because I was 
afraid of the water." 
88 
I 
II 
17 18 
17 18 19 20 
I 
J 
\ CA I. t:. I..' I I t . t I 
tACI-I REb boT 
JHt>H'IH€5 RF~IIJFNcc 
10 ~ or l'. 13 14 15 16 
~~ )~e 
ITY OF CAMBRIDGE~-~ 
EDGAR W. DAVIS ~ CITY tNGINEEJ.--
10 11 
7 
9 
F-8 Oliver E-7 Rockingham J-16 Terminal Rd. E-4 Winter B-18 
DE-14 Orchard B-7-8 Rockingham Pl. J-16 Theriault Ct. C-4 Winter St. Pl. B-18 
C-17 Orrin E-7 Rockwell H-14-15 Thingvalla Ave J-4-5 Winthrop G-11-12 
C-17 CSborn F-17-1.8 Rogers D-18 C-20 Third CE-19 Wood D-7 
E-14 otis C-17 B-19 Rogers Ct. F-18 Thomas Pk. D-9 Woodbridge B-6 
C-17 Oxford C-10 E- ll Rollins Ct. G-16 Thorndike C-17 B-19 Woodrow Wilson Ct. H-15 
E-16-17 Oxford Ave. J-4 Roseland C-9 Tierney St. E-7 Worcester F-16 
D-17 Pacific H-16-17 Ross G-10 Traill H-8 Worthington G-5 
DE-9 Palermo C-16 Royal Ave. F-7 Traymore G-10 Wright D-9 
F-16 Palmer F-11 Russell B-7 Tremont DE-15 Wyman D-8 
F-10 Park Ave. I-5 Rutland E-10 Trowbridge F-13 D-12 Wyman Rd. F-'i 
B-3 G-19 Parker F-8 Sacramento D-10 C-11 Trowbridge Pl. F-13 Wyman Sq. F-7 
A-3-4 Parkway Ter. H-6 Sacramento Pl D-10 Trowbridge Ter. F-13 Yerxa Rd. G-6 
I -4 J-4 Peabody F-11 Saginaw Ave. B-8 Tudor H-16 York D-17 
H-9 Pearl J-15 G-16 Salem G-16 Tudor Pk. F-5 
G-17 ?earl st. Pl. I-16 Sarapas Sq. D-16 Tufts I-15 
y Rd. G-13 Pelham E-19 Sargent C-5 D-6 Turner Ct. D-16 
d ct. C-5 Pemberton D-6 C-7 Saville F-6-7 Tyler Ct. B-5 
Pl. B-6-5 Pemberton ct. C-7 School F-17 Union D-16 
Sq. G-12 Pemberton Ter. C-7 School St. Pl. F-17 Union Pl. D-16 
n H-15 Percy Pl. F-16 Sciarappa St. B-18 C-19 Union Ter. D-16 
Rd. B-6 Perry H-15 Scott D-1'2 University Rd. G-10 
C-7 Peters I-16 Seagrave Rd. BC-1 Upland Rd. ·E-7-8 
Way I-6 Pettingills Ct. BC-19 Seckel D-16 Upton H-15 
c SQ. E-18 Phillips Pl. F-10 Second B-19 D-20 Vail Ct. F-15 
ED-10 Pilgrim G-16-17 Second St.Ct. B-19 Valentine H-16 
1 Dr. I-7 E-20 Pine E-16 F-17 Sedgwick Rd. D-12 Vandine D-17 
Circle G-9 Pioneer Ave E-19 Sellers St. F-14 G-15 Van Norden C-6 
H-16-17 Pleasant I-14 F-15 Sennott Pk. E-15 - 16 Vassal Lane F-5-7 
E-14 Pleasant Pl. H-15 Seven Pines Ave A-5 vassar F-18 J-17 
ex C-6 Pl,-mouth D-17 Seventh BC-18 Verdun D-6 
Pl. G-11 Plympton FG-12 Shady Hill Sq. D-12 Village F-17 
G-12 Plympton Pl. G-12 Shaler Lane H-9 Vincent D-8 
Ave. B-8 Pond Pl. H-14 Shea Rd. B-6 Vineyard I-4 
B-7 Poplar Rd. G-5 Shepard E-9 Wadsworth E-20 
e H-14 Porter C-17 Sheridan D-7 Walden CF-7 
ry B-5 C-5 Porter Circle C-8 Sheridan Sq. C-6 Walden Pk. C-7 
EF-17 Porter Pk. C-8 Sherman C-5 E-7 Walker E-9 
n ct. B-5 Porter Rd. r.-R Sibley ct. G-9 Walker Ct. G-13 
F-3 Porter Sq. C-8-9 Sidney I-16 G-17 Walker St. Pl. E-9 
urn H-8 G-11 Portland C-17 F-18 Sixth B-18 E-19 Walker Ter. E-9 
urn Pl. G-10 Portsmouth D-17 Smart F-17 Walnut Ave. C-8 
asant D-8 Potter D-18-19 Smith Pl. F-2 Ware F-12 
non C-8-9 Potter Pk. D-9 Smith SQ. E-19 Warren C-17 
Ave. A-4 Prentiss D-9 C-10 Soden G-14-15 Warren Pl. G-13 
s Ct. B-18 Prescott F-12 Soden Pl. G-14 Warwick Pk. C-7 
D-19-20 Prince H-15 Somerville Ave. C-9 Washburton Ave. AB-5 
E-18 Princeton Ave G-18 s. Normandy Ave. F-1 washburn Ter. A-5 
D-15 Prospect DF-15 South G-11 Washington Ave. D-8-9 
Hill Rd. A-3-4 Purrington G-17 Sparks F- 8 G-8 Washington C+;. F-16 
D-11 Putnam Ave. G-13 I-17 Sparks St. Pl. G-9 Washington Sq. I-17 
Ave. D-13 Putnam Ct. I-16 Speridakas Ter. H-16 washington St. F-16 E-18 
Pl. F-17 D-13 Quincy EF-12 Spring C-18 B-20 Washington Elm SQ. F-10 
I!.'F-5 Quincy Sq. F-12 Spring Pl. C-18 water B-19 
D-7 Raymond D-7 F-8 Springfield D-14 Waterhouse F-10 
Terr D-7 Reardon I-17 Spruce Ave. J-5 Waterman Rd. G-6 
AB-4 Reed BC-5 St. Clair Pl. G-17 Watson G-16 
Rd'. C-9 Reed St. Ct. BC-5 St. Gerard Ter. C-6 Waverly IH-17 
I-15 Reed St. Ter. B-5 st. John's Rd. F-10 Webster Ave C-16 E-17 
e Ct. EF-17 Regent C-8 St. Mary Rd. E-15 Wellesley G-18 
Pl. D-13 '!.emington F-13 St. Paul ~'-15 Wendell D-10-11 
s D-7 1.eservoir G-7 Standish F-6 G-6 West E-14-15 
D-15 F-16 Revere G-10 State F-17 West Pl. E-15 
Ct. E-16 Rice BC-6 Stearns E-7 Westacott Ct. I -16 
Pl. F-16 Rice Circle B-6 Sterling H-13 Western Ave. I-13 G-15 
· Terr F-16 Richard Ave. AB-4 Stevens Ct. B-18 Westley Ave. B-5 
J-5 Richardson E-16 Stinson Ct. I-15 Wheeler E-3 F-3 
y Ave. F-1 Richdale Ave. D-7 C-8 Stone Ct. C-9 White BC-9 
y Ter. F-1 Riedesel Ave. G-8 Story G-10 Whitney Ave. I-15 
B-6 C-5 Rindge Ave. B-7 D-3 Suffolk F-16 Whitney Ct. F-16 
n Art. B-18-20 Rindge Ave Ext D-4 E-2 Sullivan Pl. H-14 Whittemore Ave. C-3 B-4 
Pl. ED-9 Rindge Field C-6 Sullivan Sq. F-13 Whittier D-7-8 
ga J-5 Rindge Ter. C-7 Sumner Rd. E-12 Willard G-9 
are Ave. C-6 Rindgefield C-6 Sunset Rd. FG-1 Willard St. Ct. G-9 
Rd. G-10 River I-14 G-15 Surrey G-13 William G-15 
D-15 Riverside Pl. H-13 Sycamore C-7-8 Willow CD-16 
D-15 Riverside Rd. J-15 Talbot I-17 Wilson Ave. C-6 
Cir. D-15 Riverview Ave. G-12 Taylor SQ. E-8 Wilson Sq. G-15 
Rd. I-6 Roberts Rd. DE-13 Temple F-15 Windsor C-16 G-17 
1. C-5 Robinson St. E-8 Tenney B-7-8 Winslow E-7 
Ericsson J-4 Green G-13-17 Inman Pl. E-14-15 Mam 
Ericsson Ct. G-15 Greenhalge I-18 Irving DE-12 Map: 
Erie H-15-17 Greenough Ave. E-14 Irving Ter. E-12 Mar< 
Essex E-15 F-16 Griswold GF-1 Ivy E-6 Mar< 
Essex Ct. F-15 Grove Ave. I-16-17 Jackson C-4-5 Mar 
Est en E-7 Grazier Rd. H-6 Jacks on Gardens F-15 Mar· 
Eustis C-10 Gurney G-6-7 James F-10 Marl 
Everett St., E-10 Hadley B-7-8 Jarvis E-10 Man 
Exeter Pk. D-9 Hamilton H-15-16 Jay G-14 Mar1 
Fainwood Cir. D-14 Hamlin D-17 Jay St. Pl. G-14 Mar1 
Fairfield C-7 Hammond D-11 Jefferson C-17 Mas1 
Fairmont I-14-15 Hampshire D-14 E-18 Jefferson Park D-5 Mas: 
Fairmont Ave. H-14 Hampshire Ct. D-15 Jordan Pl. E-18 Mat 
Fair Oaks B-5 Hampshire Pl. D-15 Kassul Pk. C-3 May 
Fairview Ave. J-4 Hancock EG-14 Kelley Sq. B-19 MayJ 
Fallon Pl. G-13 Hancock Pk. E-14 Kelley St. F-7 Max 
Farrar D-12 Hancock Pl. F-14 Kelly Rd. H-15 McC: 
Farwell Pl. F-11 Harding C-17 Kendall Sq. E-19-20 Mc01 
Fawcett E-3 F-4 Hardwick D-17 Kennedy Rd. G-8 Mcu 
Fayerweather F-6 H-7 Harold Pl. F-17 Kenway G-8 MeN: Fayette DE-14 Harrington Rd. B-5 Kenwood I-15 McT1 Fayette Pk. E-14 Harris C-10 Kimball B-3 Mea' Felton F-12 Harrison Ave. B-3-4 Kimball Lane C-6 Mea1 Fenno E-7 Harvard F-12 E-19 King C-7-8 Meru Fern F-5 Harvard Pl. E-19 King Pl. E-15 Mec Fernald Drive E-8 Harvard Sq. F-11 Kingsley Pk. H-5 Mel Field E-6 Harvey B-5 C-4 Kinnaird G-13-15 Mem1 Fifth B-18 D-19 Haskell B-6 C-7 Kirkland E-ll D-13 ~1er1 First B-19 D-20 Hastings E-17-18 Kirkland Pl. E-12 Mer Fisk Pl. F-16 Kirkland Rd. E-12 Mer 
Flagg G-13 Hastings Ave. F-9 Lafayette Sq. FG-16 Mid 
Florence I-15 Hastings Sq. I-16 Lakeview Ave. G-5 H-7 Mif 
Florence Pl. F-16 Hawthorn G-10 Lambert C-17 Mil 
Foch A-3-4 Hawthorne Pk. G-6 Lamont Ave. D-13 Mil 
Fallen FE-10 Hayes G-13-14 Lamson Pl. F-16 Mil Hayward E-19 Forest C-9-10 Hazel E-6 Lancaster D-9 Mon Fort Washington I-17 Healey F-8 Langdon E-10 Mon Foster G-8-9 Hemlock Rd. F-7 Langdon sq; E-10 Moo Foster Pl. G-9 Henderson Ct. B-6-7 Landsdowne G-17 Mor Fountain Ter. I-4 Henry J-16 Larch Rd. H-5-6 MOll Fourth St. Pl. C-19 Herbert C-8 Larchwood Dr. I-5 Mt. Fowler H-18 Hews H-14 Laurel H-14-15 Mt. Frances Pl. C-5 High I-5 Lawn J-4 Mt. Francis Ave. D-11-12 Highland G-7-8 Lawn ct. J-4 Mt. Franklin G-13-17 Highland Ave. E-14 Lawrence H-15 Mul Franklin Pl. G-14 Highland Pk. E-14 Lechmere B-20 Mul Fresh Pond Lane HI-6 Hilliard G-10 Lechmere Sq. E-20 Mun Fresh Pd.Pkwy F-5 H-7 Hilliard Pl. G-10 Lee EF.-14 Mun ~ Frisbie Pl. E-ll Hillside Ave. D-8 Leonard Ave. D-13 Mur 9 Front FG-17 Hillside Pl. D-8 Lexington Ave. G-5 H-7 Mur 2 Frost C-9 Hingham H-13 Lilac Ct. E-17 Mus 9 Frost Ter. C-9 Lincoln Lane G-7 MYr 
9 Fulkerson C-17 D-18 Holden D-12 Lincoln Pl. D-16 MYr Holden Green D-12 4 Fuller Pl. G-10 Hollis B-6 Lincoln St. D-16 Nell ~ Garden E-6 F-10 Hollis Pk. C-6 Lincoln way D-7 New 6 Garden Ter. E-8 Holly Ave. E-8 Linden F-12 New 
6 Gardner Rd. E-15 Holmes I-4 Line D-13-14 New 6 Garfield D-9-10 Holmes Pl. P-11 Linehan Ct. B-19 Nell 6 George C-5-6 Holworthy J-4-5 Linnaean E-8 U-9 NeW Gerry G-1C Holworthy Pl. J-5 Linwood Pl. E-16 New Gibson GH-f Holworthy Terr. J-5 Livermore Pl. D-16 Nic Gilmore H-14 Holyoke F-11 G-12 Locke B-6 Nor Gladstone AB-4 Holyoke' Pl. G-12 Locust I-4 Nor Glen Ter. H-16 Homer Ave. I-5 J-6 Locust Ter. I-4 Nor Glenwood Ave. J-15 Hooper Pl. B-6 Longfellow Pk. G-9 Nor 
•4 Gold Star Ct. A-5 Houghton C-15 Longfellow Rd. H-8 Nor 8 Gold Star Pl. B-5 Hovey Ave . D-13 Loomis F-1 Nor 
.1 Gold Star Rd. AB-5 Howard GH-14 Lopez Ave. C-19 Nor 1 Goodman Rd. E-13 Howland D-11 Lopez H-16 Nor 3 Gordon Pl. J-15 Hubbard Ave. 0-7 Loughrey Ave. E-19 Nor 3 Gore B-17-19 Hubbard Pk. Rd. G-8 Lowell GH-8 Nor 
.4 Gore St. Pl. B-18 Hudson D-9 Madison EF-8 Nor 6 Gorham D-11 Hudson Pl. E-9 Madison Ave. B-4 Nor I Gracewood Pk. H-7 Humboldt D-9 Magazine GJ-15 Not 3 Granite J-15-16 Hunting C-16 Magazine Ct. I-15 Nut 
•7 Grant G-12-13 Hurlbut 0-9 Magee G-13-14 oa~ 6 Granville Rd. F-6 G-7 Hurley C-18-20 Magnolia Ave. D-13 oa~ 
.8 Gray D-9 Huron Ave. I-4 F-7 Magoun B-4 oa~ 
.3 Gray Gardens, E E-8 Hutchinson F-7 Main F-16 E-19 Old 
.8 Gray Gardens, w E-8 Inman DF-15 Malcolm Rd. G-6 Oli 
• 
Aberdeen Ave. I-5 Blanchard Rd. FH-1 
Aberdeen Terr. I -5 Blanche G-17 
Acacia G-10 Boardman E-16 
Acorn I-16 Boardman Pl. E-16-17 
Adams Ter. E-13 Bond F-8 
Agassiz D-9 Bow G-12 
Akron H-13 Bowdoin D-9 
Albany G-17 H-18 Boyle Ter. F-8 
Alberta Ter. B-5 Boylston HG-11 
Albro H-14 Boyson Pl. H-16 
Alewife Bk.Pkwy A-3, F-4 Bradbury G-9 
Allen B-8 Brattle I-6 G-11 
Allston I-14-17 Brattle Cir. I-7 
Allston Ct. I-15 Brattle Sq. E-ll 
Alpine F-6 Brewer G-10 
Ames EF-19 Brewster G-8 
Amesbury I-17 Bridge B-l8-20 
Amherst HG-18 Brimmer Pl. E-18 
Amory DE-15 Bristol D-E-17 
Amory Pl. E-15 Broadway E-12-19 
Andrew H-15 Broadway Ter. E-14 
Anglim HI-17 Brookford B-4 
Antrim DE-14 Brookline GJ-16 
Appian Way F-10 Brown G-9 
Appleton F-7 G-8 Bryant D-12 
Appleton Rd. F-7 Buckingham F-8 
Appleton Ter. F-7 Buckingham Pl. F-8 
Arcadia C-10 Buena Vista Pk. C-8 
Arlington D-8 C-9 Burleigh EF-18 
Arnold Cir. E-14 Burns Ct. G-9 
Arrow F-12 Burns Rd. F-6 
Arsenal Sq. F-9 Butler Ct. G-12 
Arthur Pk. I-15 Calnan Sq. D-14, 15 
Ash G-10 Callender 'GH-14 
Ash St. Pl. G-10 Cambridge F-11 B-20 
Ashburton Pl. F-16 Cambridge Com. F-10-11 
Ashton Pl. E-12 Camb. Pkwy BD~20 
Athenaeum D-20 Cambridge Ter. C-8 
Athens G-12 cambridge war Mem Pk.G-11 
Athens Ter. G-12 Camden Pl. H-9 
Auburn G-15-17 Camelia Ave. D-14 
Audrey I-17 Cameron Ave. AB-5 
Austin F-15-17 Camp AB -5 
Austin Park F-15 Carleton E-19 
Austin Pl. F-16 Carlisle D-15 
Avon E-9 Carver C-11 
Avon Hill D-8-9 Cedar B-5 C-6 
Avon Pl. D-8 Central Pl. G-15 
Bacon Ct. B-18 Central Sq. F-15 
Bailey Pl. I-15 Centre F-14 
Baldwin St. Ct. D-13 Chalk st. H-15 
Ballard St. H-14 Channing H-8 
Bancroft H-14 Channing cir H-8 
Banks GH-13 Channing Pl. H-7 
Bates D-8 Chapman Pl. G-10 
Bay FG-14 Charles D-18 C-20 
Bay State Rd. FE-5 Charlestown Ave. A-20 
Bedford B-17 Chatham F-13-14 
Beech B-8 Chauncy F-9 E-10 
Bell Ct. I-16-17 Cherry F-17 
Belles Cir. D-6 Cherry Ct. F-17 
Bellevue Ave. D-8 Chester B-7 
Belmont J-5 Chestnut I-15-17 
Belmont Ct. C-5 Chetwynd Rd. D-7 
Belvedere Pl. G-14 Chilton FG-6 
Bennett G-11 Church F-11 
Bent D-18 C-19 Church Pl. B-19 
Berkeley F-9 Churchill Ave. AB-4 
Berkeley Pl. F-9 Clarendon Ave. AB-4 
Berkshire CD-17 Clark EF-17 
Berkshire Pl. D-17 Clark St. Pl. F-17 
Bigelow F-15 Clary D-15 
Binney D-17 C-20 Clay B-4 C-5 
Birch F-5 Clement Cir. F-8 
Bird J-4 Cleveland F-13 
Blacknall G-14 Clifton C-4 
Blackstone H-14 Clinton F-14 
Blair Pl. D-6 Cogswell Ave. C-7 
Blake B-8 Cogswell Pl. C-7 
Blakeslee FG-7 Columbia CF-16 
Columbia Sq. 
Columbia Ter. 
Columbus Ave. 
Commercial Ave. 
Common 
Concord Ave. 
Concord Lane 
Concorrl Pike 
Conlons ct. 
Coolidge Ave. 
Coolidge Hill 
Coolidge Hill Ro 
Coolidge Pl. 
Copley 
Corliss Pl. 
Cottage 
Cottage Ct. 
Cottage Pk. Avt 
Cottage Row 
Coveney Sq. 
Cowperthwaite 
crabbie st. 
Craigie 
Craigie Cir 
Crawford 
Creighton 
Crescent 
Cresto Ter. 
Cross 
Crossland 
Cushing 
Cushing Ct. 
Cutler Ave. 
Cypress St 
Dana 
Dana Sq. 
Danforth 
Davenport 
Davis 
Davis Ct. 
Day 
Daye Ct. 
Deacon 
Deacon Ct. 
Decatur 
Decatur Ct. 
De Wolfe 
De Wolfe Pl. 
Dickinson 
Dinsmore Ct. 
Divinity Ave. 
Doane 
Dock 
Dodge 
Donnell 
Douglass 
Douglass Ct. 
Dover 
Drummond Pl. 
Dudley 
Dudley Ct. 
Dunstable Rd. 
Dunster 
East St 
Eaton 
Edmunds 
Eighth 
Eliot 
Eliot Sq. 
Ellery 
Ellsworth Ave 
Ellsworth Pk. 
Elm 
Elm 
Elmer 
Elmwood Ave. 
Emily 
Emmett Pl. 
Emmons Pl. 
Endicott 
/ 
• 
STP..:DJ .P.RD INTERVIEi•T FORH 
For a study of one hundred 'boys who have 
qo. 
discontinued membership at the Cambridge 
Young l-1en 1 s · Christian Association. 
I (This section to 'be filled out from information on mem'ber 1s application card.) 
Name _______________ ~--------------
Address _____ _ 
---------~-- - -· _ ______ ____.. ________________ _ 
Age __ ___ _.ears _ _ _ _jjonths •• School ·--·-· -----·---------n~rade--~--
!io ther living at home? _____ ..:,Occupation _ 
Father living at hone r-------
Occupation ________________________________ ___ 
Ages of 'brothers _ Ages of si s ters 
Age at the tine membership wns exp ired _____ __ ___ Yrs. ---·------ Honths. 
Length of v membershi:o··-- -- - .. ·--- .. -Yrs. ... ________ _ __ Hon ths • 
II ( This s ection to 'be fill ed out by intervi ewer ) 
1. Nhy did ~ ou join the Y. H. C.A.? - ---- -- --- ·--·- · 
. ..... ____ __________ ______ _ 
2. Did you attend the rryrr regularly during this time? Yes ____ ~No __ ____ 
). Did ~r ou join the rryrr with a friend or friends? Yes ____ .No ___ _ 
4. Are these friends still nyu ne m'bers? Yes ______ .No ____ _ 
5. Did :'-' OU make any new f ri ends at the "Y"? Yes _____ .No ____ _ 
6. In which of the follov1ing activities did you _tn.k:e p:L_?.:'t ill \llhil e you we r e 
a memb er of the nyu? 
____ Table Tennis 
~-__.Pool 
...._ __ Checkers 
_____ Other Lo'b'by 
____ Hc<md i craft 
__ __,_Dramatic Clu'b 
~-~Boos t er Club 
_ ___ Sci ence Clu'b 
Games 
__ ......,S\Ilimning Instruction 
___ Gene ral Swimming 
___ SHimming Teai:1 
____ Boxing Cla s s 
____ \•Tres t ling Class 
----~Life Saving Class 
_ _ _ Tr ampoline Class 
____ Res iden ce Camp 
Camp Ha.ssa:p oag 
___ ....;Basket 'ball 
____ Gym Team 
_____ General Gym 
____ Hikes and Trips 
---~Jr. Leaders 1 Cor~ s 
____ Summer Program 
___ l,iovi e s 
____ Day Camp 
7. In v<ha t recreationa l a.c tiviti e s d o you n ow take part during the ;rear? 
__ ....,Base 'ball 
---"""Foo tball 
____ Track 
___ :Basket 'b all 
____ .Swi mming 
___ _,Hodel Build ing 
___ Ca.nrping 
___ B iC~!Cling 
__ _.}Hiking 
___ Boe. t ing 
_____ Other Ac t iviti e s 
___ _.Bowling 
___ Rock e;; 
--~Roll er Skating 
___ Watching TV 
___ Hovi es 
__ ....:Fishing 
____ Clu'bs 
___ Teams 
___ Dancing 
Page 2 - Hembership Questionnaire q /. 
8 . Name the organizations and clubs you belong to at present : 
9. Do you have a part tine job now which prevents you from attending the "Y"? 
(If 11Yes 11 specify) ________________ _ Yes ______ No _____ _ 
10, Do ?OU ordinaril~r have too much school homew.ork to allow time fo r attend-
ing the "Y 11 ? Yes No. __ _ 
11. In what athletic skills would you like to have more training? 
12. Do you think the nyu -program off err ed enough ·P.JTm time for you? 
Yes No ___ 
lJ. Can you swim? Yes No 
14. Did ;.,Tou learn to S\,!im at the ''Y"? Yes No 
---
15. Do you think the 11Y11 :9ro gra.n offerred enough swimming time for you? 
Yes No. ___ _ 
16. Would you r ather 1r.rear tru::1k s when swimming at the 11Y11 7 Yes ___ No __ _ 
17. HO\" did youget to the 11 :" 11 from home? 
1.rfalk ? __ _ Ride bicycle? ___ _ Stree t car or bus? 
---
Car? 
18. Ho\'r long does it take t o get to the rtyn from home '? 
-------------
19. If you lived close r to the 11 Y11 would you have kept up your "Y" membershiv? 
Yes No~. ___ 
20 , '\fuen you joined the 11 Y11 did you think the p r ograD \'las well explained to 
you? Yes No __ _ 
21 . Did you find the rryn l eaders and instructors helpful to you in an;r way? 
Yes No ___ _ 
22 . Do you think the l eaders were too strict? Yes ___ :!'.To ___ _ 
2J , i'iould y ou say tha t the l e;:ders allowed t oo I:JUch horse-play and fooling 
around? Yes No __ _ 
24. 1vere you able to use the eq_t,_ i umen t you wan ted to use 7 Yes ___ No ___ _ 
25 . Eow would you rat e the Boys' program at the 11 Y"7 
:Excellent Good ___ Fair Poor Very Poor __ _ 
-
Page J - !Iembershi:p ~esticnnaire 
26. How would you rate the eq_uipmcnt of the nyrr in the following :places: 
Good Fair Poor Remarks 
Eo~·s Lebby 
Handicraft Shan 
Locke r Room 
Sho\..rers 
Swinming Pool 
27. Would you rate the nembershin fee high.~? ____ , About right~? ____ , Low_? __ __ 
28. What other activities i'rould y ou lik e to see offered in the "Y" :program? 
29.. Would you join the 11 Y11 again? Ye s ___ --'N o __ _ 
JO. \'That was ;your reason for discontinuing your 11 Y11 membershin? 
... 
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